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Spooky, isn't it..? Hot English's 13’* magazine, comes out on a 
Friday...and is all about superstitions, ghosts, horror, 
misfortune...what a coincidence! 

This month our intrepid reporters have been tracking down ghost 
stories from the deepest darkest depths of England's “quiet" 
villages. We've got a book review on Bram Stoker's classic Dracula, 
and an article on the real ongins of Vlad Dracul, the man behind the 
mystery. We've got a great 3 page article on classic superstitions - 
find out why onions should be put under beds, which way a black 
cat should walk to bring you good luck, which pen/pencil to use to 
pass exams, and finally - why the number 13 is considered so bad 1 
Even Dr Fingers gets into the spirit (no pun intended) of things this 
month, with an article on horror-related sounds - make sure you've 
got a trusted friend nearby when you listen to his Pronunciation 
Clinic on the CD! 

And of course, we couldn't get by without a review of the classic 
horror film. The Silence Of The Lambs with Jodie Foster and Sir 
Anthony Hopkins in the leading roles 

Don't forget that you can meet some of the Hot English team at exhibitions all around Russia this autumn - just 
check out our site www.hotenc sh r.j to get some up to date details of where well be, and when it'll be! We 
highly recommend that you visit, and are in fact the General Information Sponsor of the Education In St 
Petersburg Exhibition - see page 32 for more details! 

If you fancy wmnng a tnp for two to Barbados*, fill in our questionnaire on page 5, and be sure to send it to us 
by the 3CF October 2009. and you might be in with a chance of winning! 

Please note that having enjoyed the silly mistakes of signwriters around the English speaking world with our 
section Error Terror, we have changed the name (Funny Signs) and the focus slightly and this month we are 
ha.rng a look at the deliberately funny signs that you can find all around the place. Enjoy! 

MINI-CV! 

Check out the Career Centre - we've got ads for jobs, and mim-CVs fa people looking fa jobs. In fact, we've got 
a special offer this month - if you're looking fa a job, why not send us your mini-cv and we'll print it FOR FREE in 
our November magazine! Please send it by the 15th of October. See page 32 for more information. 

VACANCIES! 

Do you have a vacancy at your company? Do you need applicants with a good level of English, a university 
education, a positive outlook on life, and enough of a sense of humour to read HEM? Then why not place a job 
vacancy ad in the Career Centre on page 32? We've got thousands of readers all over Russia who will prove just right 
fa your company. Contact advert@hotenglishraagazine.ru fa more information. 

CORPORATE SUBSCRIPTIONS! 

A lot of companies are discovering how good a corporate subscription to Hot English can be for their staff - if 
you're a reader or subscriber, and work for a company where the staff need to know English, why not contact us 
(SubscribeUs@hotenglishmagazine ru) and see how we can help your company. Your work colleagues will be 
forever grateful! 

William and the Hot English Team. 
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What is Hot English? 


J 


A funny, monthly magazine for improving your English Real English in genuine contexts Slang 
Business English. Functional language US English. Cartoons. Humorous articles Easy to read. 
Helpful glossaries. Useful expressions. Fun. Something for everyone Readers from 16 -105 years- 
old. From pre-intermediate to proficient. A great exercise pack, complete with useful grammar 
and vocabulary-based worksheets Fun material for teachers. Fantastic 60 minute audio CD. 
Great website with listenings, archive, games and exercises: www.hotenglishmagazine.ru All 
the English you'll ever need! 

Where can you find Hot English? In shops and cafes all around Petersburg, bookshops all 
around Moscow, and loads of other places if you cannot find it near you, please call and we'll 
organise it for you. 

X. - ft't * this publ<«t<on n ttnctly copyright, and all right* art reterved Reproduction without pa'm<**<on >t p-ch b t«d The 
. •• ••r-attad -n Mot login* Magaroa dc not nacauar <y rapretent the view* ol OOO Mot Ingbth Megarme. although ahan 
*' i»i Mth --at around can find the Hot fnghyh team hiding at home, behind the sofa. wea?<ng moto'bike hornets, 
b-g o.a'csaii a«a warm tockt for protection agami: everything) 
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SUPERSTITIONS 


On occasions, you may have 
noticed people knocking on 
wood, throwing salt behind 
their backs or getting angry 
with you for opening an 
umbrella inside the house. Why 
is this? Are they mad? Are they 
paranoid? No, they're just 
superstitious. 

So what is a superstitious 
person? Basically a supersti¬ 
tious person is someone who 
truly believes that they can 
control their destiny and lives 
by performing little tricks and 
magic. They'll do all sorts of 
strange things to protect 
themselves from evil spirits. 
However, the truth is, many 
superstitions are based on 
common sense. If you walk 
under a ladder, you may well 
have bad luck - especially if 
something falls on your head. 




Read on to find out about 
common superstitions in the 
English speaking world. 

rs)- 

v^/Unfortunately our 
recorders were too 
superstitious to read this 
section of the article for 
the CD - but page 4 is! 


A horseshoe above 
the doorway will bring good 
luck to a home. Place it facing 
upwards like a "U" or the luck 
will fall out of the shoe. 
Horseshoe-shaped accesso¬ 
ries won't bring you good 
luck, although they do make 
lovely earrings 




If you dream 
of fish, someone you 
know is pregnant. Also, it's 
bad luck to say the word 
"pig" while fishing at sea. 
Apparently, fish are 
frightened 
of pigs. 


the 


Use 


same 


pencil 


take 


that 


to 


test 


used 


i for studying for 
Apparently, the 
will remember the 
answers. A 


you 


the 


test 


pencil 
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J The number 
of "Xs" in the palm of 
your right hand is the 
number of children you 
will have. If you notice a 
large number of "Xs", 
consider joining a 
^ religious sect. > 


Shoes on 


To predict the sex of 
a baby, hold a piece of string 
with a weight over the palm of a 
pregnant woman. If the string 
moves in a circular motion, the 
baby will be a girl. If the string 
moves in a straight line, the baby 
will be a boy. Alternatively, just 
consult a gynaecologist 
and get an ultrasound 
scan 


to pinch vb 

to hold a piece of skin between 
your thumb and first finger and 
apply pressure 

to hold your breath exp 

to deliberately stop breathing 

a horseshoe n 

a "U" shaped object that horses 
wear to protect their feet 

a doorway n 

the covered space just outside a 
house or building 

an earring n 

a piece of jewellery to wear in 
your ear 

to boil over phr vb 

when a liquid becomes very hot 
and escapes from a container 

to yawn vb 

to open your mouth very widely 
because you are tired 

a soul n 

the part of you that consists of 
your mind, character, thoughts 
and feelings 
an ultrasound scan n 
when you look in a woman's 
stomach to examine the baby 
halitosis n 

really bad. smelly breath 


Cover your mouth 
when you yawn or 
your soul may leave 
you. It also prevents 

any halitosis from 
escaping. 


Sleep with your 
head to the north and your 
feet to the south. Under no 
circumstances should you 
try to sleep with both your 
head and feet facing 
north. 


the table will bring 
you lots of bad luck. It 
will also irritate other 
members of your 
household. 


Illustrations by 
Alma Larroca 


English 
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’ An onion cut 
in half and placed under 
the bed of a sick person 
will cure them. It will also 
make them cry. 


f If your nose 
itches, you will soon be 
kissed by a fool. Alterna¬ 
tively, you may just have a 
cold and only a fool would 
kiss you. 


W If a black cat walks 
J towards you, it brings ' 
good fortune; but if it walks 
away, it takes the good luck 
with it. Use fresh fish 
{ to tempt black cats 
^ to walk towards you. A 


W I f you say goodbye ^ 
r to a friend on a bridge, you 
will never see each other 
again. You can get rid of 
irritating acquaintances by 
saying goodbye to them 
on bridges. Pushing them 
off will have the 
^ same effect. a 


Jr One superstition 
W says that if 13 people sit 
'down at a table to eat, one omB 
them will die before the year fj 
is over. If you ever find yourself 8 
with 13 guests, invite one of 
them to leave the room so J 
there are only 12 people. 'A 
l Alternatively, just poison M 
one of the guests. 


j Never 

organise or do anything 
^B on Friday 13 th as it's unlucky. 

W This is the day that Adam and Eve 
r were expelled from the Garden of \ 
Eden. It's also the day that Noah's 
flood started and the day on which 
Christ was crucified. Number thirteen 
is also unlucky because 12 witches 
l plus one devil are present at Satanic i 
ceremonies - and those thirteen A 
make a deadly sw 
combination! 


This section of 
the article is on 
track 2 - 
northern 
Englishwoman 


m Spit on a XjjL 

f new baseball bat 
before using it for the l 
first time to make it lucky.] 
This also helps keep the | 
bat clean and stop i 
i people stealing it. m 


a mirror n 

an object that you look in to see 
your reflection 

a flood n 

water in the streets because it 
has rained a lot 
a chimney sweep n 
a person who cleans a chimney 
to get rid of exp 
if you “get rid of something", 
you throw that thing away 
a hula-hoop n 
a circular object - usually for 
playing games 
a horn n 

the hard, long, pointed objects 
that animals such as bulls have 
on their heads 

a pet goat n 

a goat is an animal that looks a 
bit like a sheep. It has a beard and 
horns A "pet" goat is a goat that 
you look after, not a working 
goat 

to spit vb 

to force liquid out of your 
mouth 

to itch vb 

when you have an irritating 
feeling on your skin and you 
want to touch the skin with your 
fingers 

a fool n 

an idiot 

a cold n 

if you have a cold, you feel sick 
and liquid comes out of your 
nose 


m Evil spirits can't 
f harm you when you 
stand inside a circle. Carry a W 
hula-hoop with you whe y 
rever you go. Use it when 
confronted by a man B 

with a red face, large m 

v horns and a B 
pet goat aP 


If you break a 

W mirror, you will have 7 
f years bad luck. In the past, ^ 
servants who broke mirrors had » 
to serve 7 years without a salary 1 
in order to cover the cost of (\ 
a new mirror. Fortunately, 
l mirrors aren't so B 
^ expensive M 

anymore. ^ 


I It's very lucky to ^ 
f meet a chimney sweep ' 

by chance. If you do meet one, 
you can make a wish and the 
wish will come true. Unfortu¬ 
nately, there aren't many 
l chimney sweeps around 

these days. 4! 
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Letters, opinions and comments from readers 
of Hot English Magazine 


121 . 

Dear Hot, 

I have a couple of complaints about your issues -4. and the feature 
article on presidents. In this article you say that William Jefferson 
Clinton was a really bad president, because he was always a ladies' 
man. This is true, but what about all the damage Bush has done to 
our world reputation? And now, in New Orleans, he has had to ask 
other countries to help "bail him out". Is that not worse? 

Ann Seagull. Oregon (by email) 

Dear Ann, 

Thanks for your observations. We love to hear from our readers, 
especially ones with an eye to such fine detail as your good self. 

You make cogent points. 

Mr. Editor 

121 . 

Dear Hot English, 

I'm a big Bruce Springsteen fan and one of my favourite songs is "Dis¬ 
guise" I love singing along to it, and I always used to sing the chorus 
like this, “Is that you baby, or just a brilliant these guys." 

Of course, it never made any sense, but I didn't think much about it as 
song lyrics are often silly. However, just the other day I was on the 
internet and I found the lyrics to the song, and I saw that it actually 
goes like this, "Is that you baby, or just a brilliant disguise." 

Silly me! 

Fran (bye-mail) 

Dear Fran, 

That's a perfectly normal mistake to make, and if you sing "disguise" it 
could sound just like "these guys" However, maybe the title of the 
song should have given you a clue 
Keep singing! - it's good for your English. 

Mr Editor. 

E . 

And finally, we don't normally include letters complimenting us (even 
though we get lots), but we thought this one was quite funny for its 
sense of modesty. It is from a reader requesting the free Hot English 
newsletter: 

Hi, everyone! 

I'm a learner of English and I would like to receive some free content to 
improve my English, which is crap, by the way:) I would be very grate¬ 
ful :) Thanks a lot! IT'S A GREAT MAGAZINE! 

Frank, Mexico (by e-mail) 


w ^! ish 

First 


The perfect place 
to study English! 

•Business English • 

• Individual/Group study • 

• Corporate classes • 
•Study in EFabroad* 

St. Petersburg, Nevsky 44, 3rd floor 
(007) 812 710 66 70 www.engHshfirst.com 


bail someone out exp 

to help someone out of a 
difficult situation 

cogent adj 

appealing to the intellect or 
powers of reasoning, 
convincing. 

a disguise n 

to wear clothes so you look like 
another person 

a clue n 

a piece of information that helps 
you understand something 
crap adj inform of fens 
bad 


/-\ 

Questionnaire 

Tell us about yourself 
and win 

a "Silence of the Lambs" DVD 

20 words about you: 


Country: 


City: 


Age 14-16 17-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 
40-49 50-70 714- 


Profession: 

Manager / Entrepreneur / Student / Teacher / 
Housewife / Househusband / Mouse trainer 


What TV station do you watch most? 

CTC HTB THT 5biM MTV PEH TB 


What radio station do you listen to most? 

Maximum Sputnik Rekord Dinamit Evropa4- 


What other magazines do you read 
frequently? 

Playboy Sobaka.ru TimeOut Moscow Times 
St Petersburg Times The Sun Vash Dosug 
The Model Train Collector's Guide 


How does Hot English help you? 

Teaching Studying Working 

Sleeping Psychological help 

Meeting members of the opposite sex 
Other 


Name 


Phone 


Email 


V_/ 
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Are you easily frightened? Are you the type of person who 
jumps at loud noises and can't watch horror films at night? Or 
are you the type of person who can walk down a dark street at 
night without running? The type of person who won't scream at 
the sight of a spider or snake? Read on and find out whether 
you are easily frightened, or not? 


1. You are walking home and you come to a dark 
street you: 

a) Take the short cut down the dark alley that 
way you'll get home quicker 

b) Stay on the illuminated street - there's no way 
you're going down that dark alley 

c) Close your eyes and walk down anyway - what 
you can't see can't hurt you 

2. You make a mistake at work and your boss starts 
shouting. You: 

a) Start to cry 

b) Say sorry and promise it won't happen again 

c) Look your boss straight in the eye and say, "who 
the hell do you think you're talking to?" 

3. You see two people robbing an elderly man. You: 

a) Shout "stop doing that!*', then continue walking 

b) Walk away and pretend you haven't noticed 
anything 

c) Try to help the old man, not stopping for a 
second to think about your own safety 

4. It's late at night and a horror film is about to 
start. You: 

a) Switch off the TV. You don't want to have 

nightmares 

b) Watch the film from behind the sofa with your 
hands over your eyes 

c) Sit down and enjoy the film 

5. There's a special attraction at the funfair called the 

Haunted House '. Your 8 year-old niece asks you 
to go with her. You say 

a) Sorry, but it's time to go home 

b) Sure! I love haunted houses 

c) No, you'll enjoy it much more on your own. I'll wait 
for you outside 

6. It's late at night and you hear a strange noise 
downstairs. You: 

a) Turn over and go back to sleep 

b) Pick up a baseball bat and run downstairs. You love a 
good fight 

c) Climb quietly out of bed, and hide in the cupboard 

7. At night, what do you take with you to bed?: 

a) A gun and a baseball bat 

b) Three teddy bears 

c) Nothing 

8. You're staying at a friend's house They tell you that 
one of the rooms in their house is haunted by the 


ghost of an old woman. You: 

a) Ask if you can sleep in the room - you've never seen 
a ghost before and you're curious 

b) Set up a tent and sleep in the garden 

c) Ask if you can share a bed with someone 

9. You are camping in a very lonely forest when you 
hear a rustling sound outside the tent. You: 

a) Charge out of the tent screaming for help 

b) Put your head out and see what's making the noise 

c) Throw your money, food and clothes out of the tent 
and hope the person or thing will go away 

10. Your partner tells you there is a very large spider 
in the bathroom. You: 

a) Start to scream uncontrollably 

b) Run into the bathroom and kill the spider 

c) Suddenly develop a mysterious illness that obliges 
you to lie down in bed 

11. A friend plays a trick on you by hiding behind the 
door and jumping out in order to frighten you. As 
this happens you: 

a) Stand perfectly still and say nothing 

b) Scream loudly and stand there holding your heart 

c) Jump a bit then say, "oh very funny" 


Scores: 

1. al b3 c2 

2. a3 b2 cl 

3. a2 b3 cl 

4. a3 b2 cl 

5. a2 bl c3 

6. a2 bl c3 

7. a2 b3 cl 

8. al b2 c3 

9. a3 bl c2 

10. a3 bl c2 

11. al b3 c2 


Answers: 

1-11: There is not very much that 
can frighten you. Are you 
human? Do you have feelings? 

12-22: There are certain 
situations that may frighten 
you. You are capable of dealing 
with stressful situations, and are 
occasionally brave 

23-33: You are a nervous and 
perpetually frightened person. 
We recommend you take some 
tranquillisers in order to calm 
you down. You are in danger of 
giving yourself a heart attack 


a scaredy cat n 

someone who is easily frightened 

a short cut n 

a quick way to go from one place to 
another 

an alley n 

a narrow street 

no way exp 

if you say that there's "no way" that 
you're going to do something, it 
means that you'll never do that 
thing 

the hell exp of fens 

you can add this expression to show 

that you are angry 

to switch off phr vb 
to disconnect, to turn off 
a nightmare n 
a frightening dream 

a funfair n 

an area with many fun things to do 
and games to play 

a haunted house n 

a house with ghosts 

a niece n 

the daughter of your brother or 
sister 

a cupboard n 

a small room used for putting 
clothes, food, etc 

a teddy bear n 

a small, soft toy that looks like a 
bear 

to set up phr vb 

to build or prepare 

a tent n 

a temporary house made of 
material that you use to camp 
a rustling sound n 
a noise made when someone or 
something walks on old leaves 
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CO track 3 - US man and US woman 

Our mini-series on funny signs from English-speaking countries. 

This month we are looking at some deliberately funny signs. See if you can explain the humour behind the message. 

Then, check our "Humour Analysis" section for a full explanation. 




I A sign on a beauty parlour window (New York City, USA): 

"Don't whistle at the girl going out from here. She may be your grand¬ 
mother." 

2. A sign on a highway (Tennessee, USA): 

"Take Notice: when this sign is under water, the road is impassable " 

3. A sign next to a car wash (Virginia, USA): 

"If you can't read this, it's time to wash your car." 


Humour Analysis 

1. This shop is claiming to be able to make any elderly woman (a grand¬ 
mother) look a lot younger than she really is. 

2. If the sign really is underwater, you won't be able to read it anyway. 

3. When you car really is so dirty that you can't see out of the windows, you 
won't be able to read the sign anyway. 


4. In a field (Sussex, England): 

"The farmer allows walkers to cross the field for free, but the bull charges." 

5. In a vet's waiting room (Bristol, England) 

Til be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!" 

6. At a barber's shop (Delhi, India): 

"We need your heads to run our business ." 


4. This is a play on words: "to charge" has two meanings: 

a) To ask for money for a service. 

b) To run at someone with the intention of hurting them (what 
the bull does). 

5. The sign has expressions 
that are typically used when 
giving orders to dogs ("sit!", 
"stay!"). 


7. On a plumber's van (London, England): 
"We repair what your husband fixed." 


GLOSSARY 


a beauty parlour n 

a shop where they cut your hair, apply 
make-up, etc 

to whistle vb 

to make a high-pitched sound by blowing 
air out of your mouth 

a highway r, 

a large road with many lanes 

impassable ad) 

that cannot be passed 

a car wash n 

a machine for washing your car 

a walker n 

a person who walks in the countryside for 

fun 


a bull n 

a male cow 
a vet abbr 

veterinarian. A doctor who cures sick 
animals 

a barber's shop n 

a shop where men can have a haircut 

to run a business exp 

to control and manage a business 

a plumber n 

a person who fixes toilets, pipes, etc 

a van n 

a large vehicle for transporting goods, etc 


6. This sign has two possible 
meanings: 

a) We need your intelligence 
to manage our business. 

b) Literally, your heads are a 
necessary part of our busi¬ 
ness. 

7. In Britain and the US, many 
men like to try to repair 
things in the house, often 
with disastrous results. This 
hobby is called DIY (Do It 
Yourself). It is typical to 
make jokes about this. 
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CD track 4 - US man and woman 


Story Time 

Jokes, stories and anecdotes as told by native English speakers 



AHMAD TEA 


-LONDON- 


The world's most exclusive tea 


In this section you can hear native English speakers telling each other jokes. 
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Sweet Words 

A husband is in hospital after a seri¬ 
ous operation and he's just regain¬ 
ing consciousness His wife is sit¬ 
ting at his bedside All of a sudden, 
his eyes flutter open, and he mur¬ 
murs, "You're beautiful". Flattered, 
the wife continues her vigil while he 
drifts back to sleep Later, the man 
wakes up again and says, "You're 
cute" 

And the woman responds angrily, 
"Hey, what happened to 'beautiful'?" 
To which he replies, "The drugs are 

wearing off " 



The Apartment 

One day, Mary and her 
husband Billy decide 
to move to a new city 
with their seven chil¬ 
dren. However, find¬ 
ing an apartment is 
really difficult as most 
landlords don't like 
the fact there are so 
many kids. After sev¬ 
eral days of search¬ 
ing, Mary asks Billy to 
take the four young¬ 
est children to visit 


to regain consciousness exp 

to become conscious again 

to sit at someone's bedside exp 

to sit next to a sick person who is in bed 

his eyes flutter open exp 

his eyes move up and down with rapid 
movements 

to murmur vb 

to speak very softly and not clearly 

flattered adj 

pleased 

a vigil n 

if you "keep a vigil", you stay quietly in a 
place - usually next to a sick person 

to drift back to sleep exp 

to go to sleep again 
cute adj 

nice and attractive 

to wear off phr vb 

if the effects of a drug "wear off", they 
stop having an effect on you 

a landlord n 

the person who possesses a house and 
who permits you to live there 
to search vb 
to look for 


a place n 

a house, a room, etc 
the CIA abbr 

the Central Intelligence Agency - an 
American secret service agency 

to hand vb 

to give 

to tie vb 

to fix with ropes/strmg/cord. etc 

to refuse vb 

to say that you will not do something 

to hand back phr vb 

to return something to someone 

with tears running down his face exp 

crying 

a shot n 

if there is a "shot", someone fires a gun 

the sound of crashing n 

the noise of things breaking 

screaming n 
shouting 

a blank n 

something that you can fire from a gun 
but that has no bullet in it 

to beat someone to death exp 

to hit someone many times until they die 


the cemetery, while she takes the three eldest children to find an 
apartment. 

Towards the end of the morning, they find the perfect place 
Then, the landlord asks the usual question, "How many children do 
you have?" 

To which Mary replies, "Seven... but four are with their dear fa¬ 
ther in the cemetery." 

She got the apartment. 



The second man is handed 
the same gun and enters a 
different room with his wife 
in it. After 20 minutes he 
comes out with tears run¬ 
ning down his face "I just 
couldn't do it. I'd love the job 
but my wife has always been 
so good to me." He is told to 
go home and to apply for a 
job with the social services. 
Finally, the woman is handed 
the same gun and goes into 
a room with her husband in 
it. Suddenly, the sound of 6 
shots can be heard. There is 
a pause, then the sound of 
crashing and screaming 
Eventually, the woman 
comes out of the room and 
says, "That gun you gave me 
was filled with blanks so I 
had to beat him to death 
with the chair." 


The Gun 

Two men and a woman are the final 
candidates for entry into the CIA 
There's just one final test to choose 
the best person for the job. The first 
man is handed a gun and told to go 
into a room and to shoot his wife, 
who is tied to a chair. The man re¬ 
fuses and says that no job is worth 
such a sacrifice. He hands the gun 
back to the interviewer. The inter¬ 
viewer then tells him that he has 
failed and to go home: if he's not 
prepared to follow orders without 
question, there is no place for him in 
the CIA. 
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This month we are looking at some donkey idioms. 



EXERCISES 


Illustrations by www.carosia.com 


TO DO ALL THE 
DONKEY WORK 

To do the hard, bor¬ 
ing part of a job; to do 
the part of a job that 
requires no intelli¬ 
gence. 

'It's not fair, Jim gets 
all the interesting 
jobs, while I have to do 
the donkey work." 


TO BE A DONKEY 

To be very basic at something, such as playing football; to be 
the kind of player who has very little skill. 

"Sarah's very good in defence, but she's a bit of a donkey 
when it comes to ball skills." 



FOR DONKEY'S YEARS 

For a very long time. 

"I saw Bill yesterday, I haven't seen him for donkey's years." 



CAN TALK THE HIND LEGS OFF A DONKEY 

Can talk a lot. 

"Once he gets started on one of his pet hates, he can talk the 
hind legs off a donkey." 

V 




A 

TO MAKE AN ASS OF YOURSELF 

To behave in a ridiculous manner. 

"Tony got really drunk at the party and made a complete ass 
of himself by dancing on the table." 


an ass n 

a kind of small horse 
with long ears 

a pet hate n 

a subject or topic that 
makes you very angry 

stubborn Jdj 

difficult to convince 

a mule n 

an animal that is half 
horse and half donkey 
hind legs n 
the legs at the back 


TO BE AS STUB¬ 
BORN AS A MULE 

To be determined not 
to change your deci¬ 
sion or opinion about 
something even when 
you are wrong. 

"Once she's made up 
her mind, you can't 
get her to change. 
She's as stubborn as a 
mule" 
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DICTIONARY OF 



Here we've got some examples of how to say things in different situations. 


Situation 


You have very little money. 


A friend is sexually attrac¬ 
tive. 


You had a bad day at work. 



Formal 

I am destitute. 


A 


Relaxed 

I don't have much money. 


A 


He stimulates me sexually. 


I have had a disastrous day. 


He's sexy. 


I've had a really bad day. 


Informal 

I'm really hard up; I'm broke; 
I'm skint; I haven't got two 
pennies to rub together. 


He really turns me on; he re¬ 
ally gets me going; he's a bit 
of all right. 


I've had a rough day; I had a 
shitty day. 


Your relationship with your 
partner has finished. 


We have terminated our re¬ 
lationship. 


We're not going out any 
longer. 


We've split up; we've called 
it a day; we've decided to call 
it quits; she gave me the el¬ 
bow 


You are with some friends. 
You are playing a computer 
game. One friend is playing 
all the time and won't let 
anyone else play. 


A friend says that he is go¬ 
ing to leave his job. You 
don't think he's brave 
enough to do it. 


At work, you and your team 
worked hard to finish a pro¬ 
posal for a new contract. In 
the end, nothing happened 
and your company didn 't get 
the contract. You are angry 
about this. 


She is being selfish. 


She is keeping the game to 
herself. 


He is not courageous enough 
to do it. 


He isn't brave enough to do 
it. 


All our hard work came to 
nothing. 


All that hard work was 
wasted. 


Please note that the words in this glossary box are literal translations of parts of idiomatic expressions. 


a penny n 

a type of coin (metal money) from 
Britain: there are 100 pennies in a 
pound 

to rub vb 

to move things against one another 

rough ad) 

not smooth 

shitty adj of fens 

"shit" is excrement 


to split vb 
to separate 

to quit vb 

if you “quit" doing something, you 
stop doing that thing 

an elbow n 

the joint in the middle of your arm 

a gut n 

your guts are the organs, etc inside 
your body 


balls n of fens 
testicles 
scared adj 
frightened 
a drain n 
a pipe that takes water from the toilet 


She's hogging the game. 


He doesn't have the guts to 
do it; he doesn't have the 

balls to do it; he's a scaredy 
cat. 


All that hard work went 
down the drain 



had a shitty day 
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Books: Dracula" 

by Bram Stoker 

The one sentence review: 

An evil vampire who wants to take over the world and convert humans into slaves. 



Vampires 

Dracula by Bram Stoker is the most famous book about vampires. It was 
first published in 1897 and has been an inspiration for many writers and 
film producers. The writer. Bram Stoker, based the character of Dracula 
on the fifteenth century prince, Vlad Dracul, and the story is written as 
a series of diary extracts. 

Chicken For Supper 

In the story we meet Jonathan Harker. He leaves his fiancee. Mina, to 
travel to the remote land of Transylvama. He's gong there to help Count 
Dracula buy an estate in England. The following is an extract from the 
book. In this part, Jonathan is describing the journey to Transylvania 
(notice how it's written in note form): 

3 May. Bistritz. Left Munich at 8:35 P.M, on 1st May, arriving at Vienna 
early next morning; should have arrived at 6:46, but tram was an hour 
late. Buda-Pesth seems a wonder fulplace, from the glimpse which I got 
of it from the train and the little I could walk through the streets. I 
feared to go very far from the station, as we had arrived late and would 
start as near the correct time as possible. 

The impression I had was that we were leaving the West and entering 
the East: the most western of splendid bridges over the Danube, which is 
hereof noble width and depth, took us among the traditions of Turkish 
rule. 

We left in pretty good time, and came a fter nightfall to Klausenburgh. 
Here I stopped for the night at the Hotel Royale. I had for dinner, or 
rather supper, a chicken done up some way with red pepper, which was 
very good but thirsty (Mem get recipe for Mina.) I asked the waiter, 
and he said it was called"paprika hendl," and that, as it was a national 
dish, I should be able to get it anywhere along the Carpathians 

Very Cold 

In the following extract, Jonathan meets Count Dracula for the first 
time. Jonathan knocks on the door and the Count comes to open it: 

"Welcome to my house! Enter freely and of your own free will!" He 
made no motion of stepping to meet me, but stood like a statue, as 
though his gesture of welcome had fixed him into stone The instant, 
however, that I had stepped over the threshold, he moved impulsively 
forward, and holding out his hand grasped mine with a strength which 
made me wince, an effect which was not lessened by the fact that it 
seemed cold as ice, more like the hand of a dead than a living man. Again 
he said. 

"Welcome to my house! Enter freely. Go sa fely, and leave something o f 
the happiness you bring!" The strength of the handshake was so much 
akin to that which I had noticed in the driver, whose face I had not seen, 
that for a moment I doubted if it were not the same person to whom I 
was speaking. So to make sure, I said interrogatively, "Count Dracula?" 
He bowed in a courtly way as he replied, "I am Dracula, and I bid you 
welcome. Mr. Harker, to my house. Come in, the night air is chill, and 
you must need to eat and rest. As he was speaking, he put the lamp on 
a bracket on the wall, and stepping out, took my luggage He had 
carried it in before I could forestall him. I protested, but he insisted. 

Evil Intentions 

Jonathan soon realises that things are not quite as they should be. There 
are no mirrors in the castle, he isn't allowed to enter certain parts and 
Count Dracula seems to disappear for long periods during the day. 

Later on Dracula's intentions become clear: he intends to create a race 
of Vampires to rule the world. This will reduce humans to the role of 
animals as they would be farmed as cattle, and drained of their blood. 
In order to do this, the Count travels to England. On the ship he kills the 


entire crew before turning into a wolf and disappearing in the atmo¬ 
spheric English port of Whitby. Now Mina is in danger and has to be 
protected from Dracula's advances. Will they be able to save her? 

Our Opinion 

This is a classic story of good against evil and is a must for lovers of horror 
stories. Even today, it is regarded as the classic horror story. 

Dracula - The Film 

There's a great film called Dracula which is directed by Francis Ford 
Coppola. It is based on the book version and it stars Anthony Hopkins, 
Gary Oldman, Wynona Ryder and Keanu Reeves. 


Bram Stoker 

- Abraham "Bram" Stoker was born near Dublin on 8th November 1847. 

He was a sickly child and spent a lot of time in bed, where his mother 
read him horror stories. Later, he went to Trinity College. Dublin, where 
he played a lot of football, and he left university with honors in 
mathematics. 

- Young Bram had always dreamed of becoming a writer. His first story 
was a dream fantasy called "The Crystal Cup" (1872). It was published by 
The London Society. Three years later he wrote a four-part horror story 
called "The Chain of Destiny". He also found time to work as editor for 
"The Irish Echo". 

- In 1878. Bram got the job of manager at London's Lyceum Theatre. That 
same year he married Florence Balcombe, a nineteen-year-old beauty. 
Within a year. Florence had given birth to their only child. Noel. 

- In 1882 he wrote "Under the Sunset", which consisted of eight fairy 
tales for children. His first full-length novel, "The Snake's Pass", was 
published in 1890. That same year Bram began research for his master- 
work. "Dracula". He spent many hours in the library and even visited the 
region of Hungary and Romania that Vlad Dracul ruled. Bram died in 1912, 
exhausted 


a fiancee n 

down as a way of saying hello 

a woman you have promised to marry 

akin adj 

a glimpse n 

the same 

if you have a “glimpse” of something, you 

to bow vb 

see that thing very quickly 

to move your body down and forwards as 

to fear vb 

a sign of respect 

if you “fear" something, you are frightened 

1 bid you welcome exp 

of that thing 

1 welcome you 

to do up phr vb 

chill adj 

to make 

cold 

a pepper 

a bracket n 

food - a vegetable It is usually red or green 

an object on the wall on which you can 

thirsty ad) 

hang things 

that makes you want to drink water 

luggage n 

mem. abbr 

the bags you take with you when you travel 

memorandum - a reminder to do 

to forestall vb 

something 

to understand what someone is about to 

the Carpathians n 

do and to prevent them from doing this 

a range of mountains in central Europe 

a role n 

to step vb 

a position in society 

to put your foot on something 

to farm vb 

fixed him into stone exp 

to keep animals in order to kill them and eat 

made him freeze like a statue 

them 

the threshold n 

to turn into phr vb 

the area just outside a door 

to become 

to grasp vb 

a wolf n 

to take in your hand 

an animal that looks like a dog it likes to eat 

to wince vb 

sheep 

to make an expression of pain on your face 

a must n 

a handshake n 

something that you "must" do 

if you give someone a "handshake", you take 

sickly adj 

thier hand in your hand and move it up and 

not well, ill, with medical problems 
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Dracula 

Our traditional image of Dracula mostly comes from Hollywood; and in most films Dracula is depicted as a 
vampire with a black cape, white make-up, long, sharp teeth and an insatiable desire for blood. He wan¬ 
ders around Transylvania looking for juicy necks, then retires to his mountain-top castle. However, the real 
Dracula was somewhat different. 


Victims 

The real Dracula was not a vampire, but he was just as blood¬ 
thirsty. And his name was Prince Vlad Tepes Dracul. He lived in 
the 15 th century in Transylvania, in what is now Romania; and in 
his seven years of power, he killed more than 100,000 people. 
Dracul was also known as "Vlad The Impaler" because his spe¬ 
ciality was impalement. This is a cruel and painful method of 
killing people which involves a large, sharp stake. This is pushed 
through the victim's body then planted in the ground. The vic¬ 
tim was left there and would often take days to die. 

Prisoners 

Dracul was born in 1431, and spent most of his childhood as a 
hostage in Turkey. At the time Christian countries in this re¬ 
gion were fighting the Muslim Turks. The Turks wanted to domi¬ 
nate countries like Hungary, Austria, Serbia and Romania. War 
with the Turks was almost continuous. 

At a young age, Dracul was captured by the Turks, along with 
his younger brother Radu the Handsome. Dracul and Radu were 
valuable hostages because they were sons of a prince, so they 
were taken back to Istanbul, and imprisoned by the Sultan, 
Mehemet. 

Help 

It wasn't long before Dracul's father, also called Vlad, found 
out. Vlad's father was a member of the "Order of the Dragon", 
which was a powerful Christian organisation who were sworn 
to defend the Christian faith. Vlad's father spoke to the Sul¬ 
tan and offered money. However, this negotiation was seen as 
treason by John Hunyadi, the King of Hungary and another 
member of the "Order of the Dragon". King Hunyadi sent his 
henchmen to kill Vlad's father. 

Spies 

Meanwhile in Istanbul, Sultan Mehemet was trying to convert 



Dracul and Radu to Islam. Radu converted quickly but Dracul 
was far more stubborn. He was tortured horribly. Many say 
that Dracul learned many of his sadistic techniques in the pris¬ 
ons of the Sultan. 

Eventually Dracul gave in and the Sultan sent him to rule an 
area known as Wallachia. But after just a few months Dracul 
decided to join with King Hunyadi (the man who had murdered 
his father and brother) to defeat their common enemy, the 
Sultan. 

Kill The Turks 

Both Dracul and John formed an army and attacked the Turks. 
They were successful and Dracul retook the Wallachian throne, 
this time as an independent. And it was during this period that 
Dracul killed thousands of people. His favourite pastime was 
raiding villages in his territory and then killing everyone. For 
some unknown reason he mostly chose German speaking vil¬ 
lages. 

Most of Dracul's victims were killed by impalement. But there 
were other means too. On one occasion he forced large num¬ 
bers of innocent peasants over a cliff onto beds of spikes be¬ 
low. He also boiled, quartered and decapitated people. 



a cape n 

treason n 

a type of coat that you wear over 

if you commit an act of “treason", 

your shoulders (the top part of 

you do something against your 

your arms) 

country 

make-up n 

a henchman n 

"paint" that you put on your face 

a person who protects you and 

to wander vb 

does the "dirty" work 

to walk about a place with no par¬ 

stubborn adj 

ticular objective 

someone who will always do what 

juicy adj 

they want and never listens to 

with a lot of liquid (blood, in this 

others 

case) 

to give in phr vb 

bloodthirsty adj 

to admit that you are wrong and 

with a desire for lots of blood 

accept someone else's opinion 

to impale vb 

to raid vb 

to kill someone by putting a sharp 

to attack 

stick in their body and leaving 

a cliff n 

them to die 

a mountain by the coast 

impalement n 

a spike n 

the action of impaling someone 

a stick with a sharp point at the 

(see previous entry) 

end 

a hostage n 

to boil vb 

a person you take and hold illegally 

to cook in water 

in order to demand money 

to quarter vb 

to find out phr vb 

to cut up into four pieces 

to discover 

to decapitate vb 

to swear vb 

to cut off a head 

to promise 
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3 pictures representing Dracul in different moments of his life. 
And he looks like such a nice chap! 


On one occasion he was particularly cruel to two ambassadors. They 
had come from the Sultan with a message. When they entered Dracul's 
room, Dracul asked them to take off their turbans They refused. 
Vlad felt insulted and decided to teach them a lesson. He ordered his 
guards to nail the turbans to their heads. Dracul watched in satisfac¬ 
tion as large nails were driven into their skulls 

Flattery 

But like all sadistic, psychopathic rulers, Dracul could show signs of 
kindness too. particularly when he was flattered Once, a messenger 
was sent to Dracul from king Mathias of Hungary. It was unknown 
what news he brought, but it made Vlad very angry. Dracul then po¬ 
litely invited the messenger to eat dinner with him. Before the meal, 
Vlad asked the messenger: 

"Do you know why I have asked you here?" 

The man knew Dracul's reputation, knew he was angry, and saw two 
soldiers standing behind. Thinking fast, he replied: 

"I do not know, but I know you are a wise and great ruler, and no 
matter what you command, even if you were to command my death, it 
should be done." 

A smile came across Dracul's face and he told the soldiers to go away, 
and said: 

"Had you not answered so well, I would have impaled you on the spot." 
He then gave the messenger gifts, and sent him away. 

Attack Again 

Things went well for Dracul for a number of years until a new sultan 
came to power in Turkey. This changed everything. The new Sultan 
sent a massive Turkish army to attack Dracul. Dracul knew that his 
forces couldn't win. But Vlad was an ingenious chap and soon came up 
with a clever idea. 


The Real Vampire 

Perhaps the closest we have to 
the Hollywood version of a vam¬ 
pire was a woman called Count¬ 
ess Elizabeth Bathory. She was 
bom in 1560 into one of the most 
powerful families in the land in 
Transylvania. She was excep¬ 
tionally beautiful, and she mar¬ 
ried a famously cruel warrior, 
Ferenc Nadasdy, known as the 
Black Hero of Hungary. He was away so much that Eliza¬ 
beth began attending orgies at the estate of her lesbian aunt, 
Karla. And it was here that she developed her talent for cru - 
elty and sadism, especially after the death of her husband in 
1604. She took pleasure in torturing girls to death. In the 
dead of winter, she had girls taken to the courtyard, stripped 
and covered in water until they froze like ice sculptures. 
She was convinced that blood could rejuvenate her skin, so 
she started kidnapping more young girls and then slowly 
drinking their blood. Over a period of ten years more than 
600 girls disappeared. She was eventually tried and sen¬ 
tenced to life imprisonment. She was walled up in her own 
castle, with just a small opening for food to be passed into 
her cell. She died there four years later. 



In the middle of the night. Dracul went with a small elite force into the 
Turkish camp. They found the Sultan and stabbed him six times. But 
unfortunately for Dracul, the Sultan survived and recovered very soon 
afterwards. 

Escape 

Now Dracul was really desperate. The Turkish army was getting closer 
and closer and there was nothing he could do to stop them. In one last 
desperate measure he ordered his troops to behead all the prisoners 
they had captured over the years. Then they put their heads on spikes 
near the entrance to his castle. Some records say that there were as 
many as ten thousand heads. Of course, when the advancing Turkish 
soldiers saw this, they turned back and ran home. Dracul was safe. 
But it wasn't all good news. Dracul's wife had heard all about the ar¬ 
rival of the Turkish troops. She thought that escape was impossible and 
committed suicide by jumping into a river. The river was afterwards 
known as the Princess River. 

Prison 

Dracul was sad but it didn't take him long to get over it; and shortly 
afterwards he married a princess called Ilona. Dracul eventually went 
back to Wallachia and built a new capital, Bucharesti (now Bucharest, 
the capital of modern-day Romania). 

Years later, Dracul died in battle at the age of fifty. These days, there 
are differences of opinion about him. Some remember him as a cruel 
ruler who mercilessly killed thousands; but others see him as a proud 
and fierce defender of his homeland. He was, perhaps, both. 


a turban n 

to stab vb 

a type of hat religious people wear 

to push a knife into someone's 

(usually Muslims or Hindus) 

body 

a nail n & vb 

to behead vb 

a sharp piece of metal that you 

to cutoff a head 

push into a surface in order to fix 

a warrior n 

something or hold it 

a soldier 

to drive into n 

away adj 

to push into a surface 

not at home 

a skull n 

an orgy n 

the bone inside your head 

many people having sex at the 

to flatter vb 

same time and in the same place 

to say nice things to someone in 

to kidnap vb 

order to make them happy and to 

to take someone and make them 

get things 

your prisoner 

wise ad) 

to try vb 

clever and intelligent 

if someone is "tried", there is a le¬ 

on the spot exp 

gal process to decide if that person 

immediately 

is innocent or guilty 

a gift n 

to wall up phr vb 

a present 

to put someone in a room and 

a chap n 

close all the doors and windows by 

a man 

putting bricks on them. There is no 

to come up with exp 

to think of 

escape! 
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Grammar fun 

"Must" versus "Have to" 


The section that makes grammar easy and fun. 


In this month's grammar fun section we'll be looking at the difference between "must" and "have to". Next month 
we'll look at the negatives "mustn't" and "don't have to", and the past tense of these words. 


Must 


Similarities 

We can use both "must" and "have 
to" to talk about obligations. Basi¬ 
cally, these expressions are used to 
say that something is absolutely nec¬ 
essary. In many cases there is no dif¬ 
ference in meaning between them. 
For example: 

a) I have to do some work. 

b) I must do some work. 

a) I have to stop smoking. 

b) I must stop smoking. 

Now let's look at the differences 
between these words. 

Must 

We generally use "must" when the 
obligation comes from the speaker. 
In other words, it is what the speaker 
feels is necessary to do. For example: 

a) "I must stop smoking", which 
means, "I think it is necessary that I 
stop smoking". 

b) "I must go to the dentist", which 
means, "I think it is necessary that I 
go to the dentist." 

c) "You must tell me if I'm boring 
you", which means, "I think it is nec¬ 
essary that you tell me if I am boring 
you": 

In all these cases "have to" is also 
possible. 



C l must stop 
drinking all this beer. 




Now listen, daddy is 
very, very late for work 
so you must tell him 
where you have hidden 
his keys, NOW! 

V J 



I must get a 
haircut. 


Have to 


Haveto 

On the other hand, we use "have to" 
when the obligation comes from an 
authority. We often use "have to" 
with laws or rules. For example: 

a) "If you're in the army, you have to 
get your hair cut", which means that 
there is a rule that says you have to 
have short hair in the army. 

b) "I have to be at school by 8am.", 
which means that there is a rule that 
says I have to be at school at this time. 

A Comparison 

As with many cases of grammar, the 
choice of either "must" or "have to" 
is a personal thing and it depends on 
what you want to communicate. 
Look at this pair of sentences to help 
you understand the difference: 

a) "I must get my hair cut." 

b) "I have to get my hair cut." 



It's simple: you 
have to pay 20% 
every day until you pay 
the loan back. Got it? 

V J 



You have to en¬ 
joy life while you can be¬ 
cause when you're grown 
up, you have to do lots 
of boring things. 


In sentence "a" the speaker uses 
"must" because it is something per¬ 
sonal - the speaker feels that it is 
necessary that he/she get a haircut. 

In sentence "b" the speaker uses 
"have to" because he/she is refer¬ 
ring to a rule or regulation. 


Santa says I 
have to pass all the 
reindeer tests before I 
can pull his sled. 
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HOT SONGS 

" Dandelions" by 8889 © CD track 6~^ 

These five young men from Madison, Wisconsin began with a simple 
goal: to create songs for people who love music, and to reach as many 
of these people as possible. The group 8889 have created a style that 
combines beautiful, sad, sweet, passionate, and happy sounds - there's 
something for everyone. For more information, visit www.88-89.com 
or www.broadjam.com where you can download some of their music, 
or e-mail con ta ct@88-89,c om . 

Dandelions 


Our monthly songs from 
new artists and bands. 

For a worksheet to accompany these songs, please see the "Exercise Pack" (check out 
our subscription page 33 if you would like to receive the "Exercise Pack") 

“Crystal Clear" by Damon Hintz CD track 7 1 


Damon Hmtz's musical journey began with the hard rock band. Clevis 
Bender , until the band's dissolution in 2000. The next few years were 
spent incorporating other styles. Damon's styles include alternative 
rock, instrumental pieces, indie rock, and occasionally a bit of elec¬ 
tronic music. For more information about this artist, please visit 
www.geocities.com/zphintz/damonhintz or contact 
dhintz@marchmail.com 

Crystal Clear 


(American Group) Music by 8889 Copyright 2005 Used by Permission 


(American Singer) Copyright 2005 by Damon Hintz Used by Permission. 


I want to know what you think I'm saying. 

Why I need protection, why I have to be so shy. 
I want to see what you're going through, 
What you're so worried for. 

What it is that eats your mind 


Sometimes I don't care and I don't believe, 
Sometimes I just see what I want to see. 


I want to know why it is we lie, 

Why all our friends are in disguise, 

Why you say we're beautiful like dandelions, 
I want to know what it is we tried, 

That made our lives like cyanide, 

Why you say I'm beautiful like a dandelion. 


So now I know that you think I'm draining, 
Your beauty and your patience, 

Hostility can be so kind, 

I want to see what can get you through. 

How disappointments bloom. 

What could make you compromise 




Sometimes I don't care and I don't believe. 
Sometimes I just see what I want to see. 


I want to know why it is we lie, 

Why all our friends are in disguise. 

Why you say we're beautiful like dandelions, 
I want to know what it is we tried, 

That made our lives like cyanide, 

Why you say I'm beautiful like a dandelion. 


a goal n 

an objective 
shy adj 

timid 

to go through phr vb 

if you are "going through" a bad time, 

you are having a bad time in your life 

to eat your mind exp 

if something is "eating your mind", you 

think a lot about that thing and 

become obsessed with it 

I don't care exp 

it is not important to me 

to lie vb 

not to say the truth 


in disguise exp 

with clothing that makes you look 
different 

a dandelion n 

a type of plant with yellow leaves 

cyanide r 

a type of poison 

to drain vb 

if you "dram" someone's beauty, you 

destroy their beauty 

a disappointment n 

a result that makes you feel sad - you 

expected something better 

to compromise vb 

to reach an agreement with someone 


A chance encounter at a turning point, 
With a vagueness on display. 

We spoke confessions to exploit, 

And then you moved away. 

Now the days have been obscured, 

And my mind's been made unsure, 

How it all just disappeared, 

Now the rain falls down in showers, 
And your fruit's all gone sour. 

Now it's all so crystal clear 

Now it's been many seasons, 

Since that unforgettable day, 

Still looking for some reason. 

It just had to be that way. 

Now the rain falls down in showers. 

And your fruit's all gone sour. 

Now it's all so crystal clear. 

Now the days have been obscured, 

And my mind's been made unsure. 

How it all just disappeared. 

Now the rain falls down in showers. 

And your fruit's all gone sour. 

Now it's all so crystal clear. 



a chance encounter n 

a surprise meeting with someone 

a turning point n 

a time in your life when everything 
changes 

vagueness n 

a situation in which things aren't clear 

on display exp 

if something is "on display", you can 
see that thing 

obscured adj 

not clear 

the rain falls down in showers exp 

it rains very heavily 

fruit's exp 
fruit has 
sour ad) 

with a sharp taste • like a lemon 

crystal clear exp 

very clear and easy to understand 

a season n 

there are four seasons during the 
year spring, summer, autumn and 
winter 

an unforgettable day n 

a day that you will never forget 


Now the rain falls down in showers, 
And your fruit's all gone sour, 

Now it's all so crystal clear. 
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Dr Fingers Pronunciation Course 


CD track 8 BBC English accent 


C 


Hello everyone and welcome to my English pronunciation course! OK, let's get pronouncing! 


Horror Sounds 

This month we are going to listen to some horror sounds. Read over all the 
written descriptions below and make sure you understand everything. Then, 
listen - if you dare 1 

A Spooky piano sounds. 

B: Someone sharpening a knife. 

C: A body put into an acid bath. 

D: A man falling. 

E: A man on a scaffold and the trap door opening. 

F: A creaky door opens. 

G: A woman falling. 

H: A ghost walking and dragging its chains. 

I: Burning. 

J: Spooky organ sounds. 

K: Someone walking in a swamp. 

L: A knife thrown into a tree. 

M: The sound of whipping 
N: The wind blowing. 

0: An arrow fired and hitting a tree. 

P: Gun shots. 

Q: A lift falling with passengers. 

R: Howling wind. 


fThe answers to the t'Amrrsn jre on page 25 ) 




Exercise 

Now let's try an exercise. Listen to the sound and choose an expression 
from the list (above) to describe that sound. We've done the first one for 
you. 



Sound 1: A man on a scaffold and the trap door opening. 

Sound 2:_ 

Sound 3:_ 

Sound 4:_ 

Sound 5:_ 

Sound 6:_ 

Sound 7:_ 

Sound 8:_ 

Sound 9:_ 

Sound 10:_ 

Sound 11:_ 

Sound 12:_ 

Sound 13:_ 

Sound 14:_ 

Sound 15:_ 

Sound 16:_ 

Sound 17:_ 

Sound 18: 


to dare vb 

if you “dare" to do 
something, you have the 
courage to do it 

spooky n 

frightening and horrible 
to sharpen vb 
if you "sharpen" a knife, you 
make the point of the knife 
sharp 

a scaffold n 

a wooden construction that 
criminals stand on when they 
are going to be hanged (with 
a rope around their necks) 

a trap door n 

as the criminals are standing 
on the scaffold with the rope 
around their necks a door 
below their feet suddenly 
opens This door is the “trap 
door" 


creaky adj 

a door that is "creaky" makes 
a noise when you open or 
close it 

to drag vb 

to physically pull something 
along the ground 

a swamp n 

an area of land that is wet 

to whip vb 

a "whip" is a long piece of 
leather that you use to hit 
someone (to "whip" them) 

an arrow n 

a thin stick with a sharp point 
at the end. As used by Robin 
Hood 

a lift n 

an electrical room in a buil¬ 
ding that takes you up or 
down to different floors in 
the building "Elevator" in US 
English 




Q 6 pa 30 BaTenbHbiPi ueHTp VERA 


MHOCTPAHHblE H3blKH 

Bens 

aHITlMMCKMM, 

HeMeUKMM. 
$paHMy3CKMti. 
HTanbflHCKHH, -Q 

MCnaHCKMM, (T\ 

4)mhckmm, 

KMTaviCKMM. 

nnOHCKMM ® 
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Dr Fingers' 

UK / US Words 

This is another part in our series on the differences between British and American 
English. Here are some more objects that are described differently in Britain and the States. 


BRITISH 


BRITISH 


A hood 
(on a car) 


Soccer 



A bonnet 


Football 


A cookie 


A biscuit 


A seeing * 
eye dog 



A guide dog 


A round-trip 
ticket 






A return ticket 


hs639& 


Galoshes 



A run (in tights) 


pr 


Wellington boots 
(Wellingtons; also, 
Wellies) 


A ladder (in tights) 


Scotch tape 



Sellotape 


Exercise 

Read the text below that is written in American English. See if you can find the eight American English words from above. Some of these words may 
be repeated but just find the first example of each. Write the British English equivalent in the spaces below. We have done the first one for you. Answers 
on page 29. 

Bad Luck Day 

What a day I had last week. As I was leaving home, I saw that I had a run in my tights so I used some Scotch tape to fix it. Outside it was raining really 
heavily, so I put on my galoshes and ran to the car. As soon as I got in, I tried to turn on the engine but nothing happened. Great! I thought as I opened 
up the hood to have a look, but I couldn't see anything. In the end, I had to walk to the station, eating a cookie along the way. 

About half way there, this seeing-eye dog started barking at me and I dropped my cookie in a puddle. Then, as I was walking past a school, some kids 
who were playing soccer kicked a ball at me. It hit me right on the back of my head and it really hurt. Once I got to the train station, I bought a round- 
trip ticket, but just as I was putting it in my pocket, I saw my train pull out of the station. What a day! 


Exercise 

1. A run ■ 

2 . _ 

3 . _ 

4. _ 

5. _" 

6 . _ 

7. _ 

8 . 


ladder 
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CD track 9 
northern and 
southern 
Englishmen 


EXERCISE 


Ghost Stories 


Here are three ghost stories to keep you awake at night. 



Warrior Ghosts 

Mark Grover moved into a new house with some very unusual 
neighbours. 

"We bought a house in the country and it was just what we were 
looking for: it was isolated, we had land to keep animals and the 
nearest village was three miles away. 

Everything seemed to be perfect, but then one cold, dark night some¬ 
thing very strange happened. I was lying in bed reading a book when 
I heard this mysterious rumbling noise I quickly turned off the light 
and moved slowly towards the window. Then I took a deep breath, 
pulled back the side of the curtain ana peeped out But now the 
noise had disappeared and all I could hear was the distant sound of an 
owl The next night it was exactly the same, and the next and the 
next. Eventually, I became desperate and decided to investigate. 

My first stop was the local library. The chief librarian, Mary Margate, 
had been living in the area for more than 40 years. And she had the 
answer: 

'Oh, you're in the old house down the road, are you?’ Miss Margate 
said with a knowing look in her eyes. 'Well, you're not alone. The 
last people who stayed there left because they couldn't stand it 
any longer ’ 

'Stand what?' I asked desperate to find out what she was talking 
about. 

'The ghosts of the Roman soldiers,' the librarian explained. 'The Ro¬ 
man soldiers coming back from their terrible battle.' 

'Roman soldiers?' I repeated in disbelief. 

'Yes, that's it, Roman soldiers. In about the 4 ,h century AD there was 
a big battle just near here between the Romans and the ancient 
Celts. The Romans were defeated. What you can hear at night is the 
sound of the Roman soldiers returning from battle with their 
wounded soldiers They carried them on horse-drawn carts ' 

So that was it. They were ghosts of Roman soldiers. Well, I thought, it 
could have been a lot worse." 

Hooded Ghosts 

Paul Baker disturbed some ghosts in his village in the American state 
of New England. 

"I was about 19 years old at the time. I remember the night well as I 
had three friends over for a mini party. We had some music on and 
we were drinking, laughing and dancing to the stereo. Then someone 
suggested we have a seance. It seemed like a good idea, and we all 
sat down. 

We went through the usual ritual of making the room dark, lighting 
candles and sitting in a circle touching hands. For an hour and a half 
we tried stupid stuff like trying to summon celebrities like Marilyn 
Monroe, JFK, and John Lennon; but nothing happened. 

Eventually we got bored and we stopped. "I'm just going to the 
kitchen," I said, and left my friends there while I went to get some 
more drinks. 

Once in the kitchen, I opened the fridge and took out a few Cokes. 
Then, just as I was closing the door, I noticed something out of the 
back window. Looking out towards the woods, I could see a line of 
dark figures. They were waving, and they looked like young chil¬ 
dren. At first I thought they were saying hello, but then I heard their 
terrible screams. I stood there for a while, then I ran into the living 
room, "Come, quick, look! Screaming children!" I shouted. 

My friends ran back into the kitchen with me just in time to see the 
little figures disappear into the woods. 

"Who the hell were they?" one of my friends asked. 

I didn't know, but I wanted to find out. Minutes later we phoned the 
police. As soon as they arrived, they searched the woods but found 
nothing. 

We never saw the children again, but then a few months later I made 
a very interesting discovery. On a trip to the local museum I came 
across a whole gallery dedicated to the terrible events of 13 ,H March 


1745. Apparently, and for no explicable reason, 20 children disappeared 
from our village on that day. No one ever found them, and no one ever 
discovered who had taken them, but strange screams could be heard 
coming from the woods at night. Perhaps those figures we saw were the 
ghosts of the children. I'll never know. 

Energetic Ghosts 

And finally, here's a frightening tale of mystery about a very unusual 
ghost Judge John Gool is here to tell us all about it. 

"I was the judge at the trial of a 29-year-old woman who was filing for 
divorce She claimed that the marriage had never been consummated, 
but the problem was that she was heavily pregnant at the time. During 
the trial, I asked politely about her 'condition'. 'Surely, something has 
happened here,' I said, with a knowing look on my face. 

Keeping a completely straight face, the woman denied that anything 
had happened with her husband, claiming that she'd been having a sexual 
relationship with a ghost. 

'Oh, really?' I said. 'Has anybody else ever had sex with a ghost?' I asked 
sarcastically, addressing the courtroom. 

And to everybody's surprise, an old man at the back of the court timidly 

raised his hand 

I asked, 'Hello, sir. Have you really had sex with a ghost?' 

'Oh! Sorry!' said the old man apologetically, turning very, very pale. 'I 
thought you said 'goat'.' 


a rumbling noise n 

a low noise, which in this case is 
produced by wheels moving over the 
ground 

to pull back phr vb 

in this case: to open 
to peep out phr vb 
to look out slowly, carefully, secretly 
and cautiously 

an owl n 

a bird with large eyes that hunts mice 
at night and makes a ghostly noise 

a knowing look n 

an expression on your face that shows 
that you understand something 

they couldn’t stand it 
any longer exp 

it was too much for them; they 
wanted the situation to stop 
wounded soldiers n 
soldiers with injuries and wounds 
(cuts on their body) 
a horse-drawn cart n 
a vehicle with wheels that is pulled by 
horses 
a seance n 

a meeting in which people sit on the 
floor, hold hands and try to make 
contact with dead people 

a candle n 

a stick of wax that burns slowly, giving 
you light 

stupid stuff n 

silly things 

to summon vb 

to call, to contact 

a fridge abbr 

a refrigerator - an electronic 
appliance that is used to keep food 
cold 

the woods n 

an area with lots of trees 

to wave vb 

to move your hand in the air as a way 
of communicating with someone 
the hell exp inform 
this expression is used to express 
fear, anger, surprise, etc 


to come across phr vb 
to find accidentally 

a tale n 

a story 

a judge n 

a person who controls and directs a 
legal process in which he/she decides 
if someone is innocent or guilty 
to file for divorce exp 
to start a legal process against your 
husband or wife in order to become 
divorced 

to consummate n 

if two people "consummate" a 
marriage, they have sex and make the 
marriage legal 

pregnant adj 

if a woman is "pregnant". she is going 
to have a child 

to keep a completely 
straight face exp 

to maintain a very serious expression 
on your face in a funny situation, and 
even though you want to laugh 

to deny vb 

to say that something is not true 
to raise your hand exp 
to put your hand in the air because 
you want to answer a question 
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Englishmen 


A True Ghost Story 


Here's an interview with Harry, who claims he saw a real ghost. Please remember this is a genuine conversa¬ 
tion so there may be some strange verbal constructions that often occur when people speak naturally. 



Jay: I was speaking to a friend of yours last night, and he said 

that you had an experience with a ghost. Is that right? 

Harry: Erm, actually it is. Yeah. 

Jay: So you reckon you've seen a ghost, do you? 

Harry: Well, I don't believe in ghosts to be honest, but I can't 
really explain it any other way. 

Jay: So what happened? Where were you? 

Harry: Well, it's kind of a long story. But, erm, well what hap¬ 
pened. my girlfriend and I were going to the United States 
on holiday. And it was a very long flight obviously. 

Jay: Yeah 

Harry: So to pass the time we were playing cards. Erm, it's a game 
called Canasta, I don't know if you know it. It takes a very 
long time. You can play for hours and hours. 

Jay: No I've never played it. 

Harry: It's a great game. 

Jay: OK. 

Harry: Very addictive, you can't stop. Erm, because it, you play 
for hours, we were in the middle of the game when we 
landed at the airport. 

Jay: Yeah. 

Harry: So what we did, we put the cards back in the box in the 
order where we could separate them out and continue 
playing where we left off 

Jay: OK. 

Harry: Anyway, so we went to the hotel, and basically you know, 
[we were] very tired after a long flight obviously, and went 
to bed. 

Jay: Yeah. 

Harry: And then in the middle of the night, I woke up in a cold 
sweat 

Jay: Did you hear a noise or something? 

Harry: I, I don't know why I woke up. But I, I looked over into the 
corner of the room, and there was this kind of figure of, of 
a woman, dressed in sort of 19 ,h -century American dress 
[wow!], sort of hovering m the, in the corner. 

Jay: Did she say anything to you? 

Harry: No no, she was just sort of standing there with kind of 
her back to me. Sort of like, you know... Not doing 
anything. I can't remember what she was, she was 
doing. 

Jay: Well, perhaps you were dreaming, maybe? 

Harry: Well, you know I kind of thought so, maybe a long 

flight. So anyway that was that. So I really didn't think 
anything more of it. Erm, anyway the next day we tried 
to resume our game of cards and all the cards had 
changed position. 

Jay: Are you sure? Maybe you forgot which position you put 

them back into the box then? 

Harry: No, no, no. We were very careful. It's a very serious 
game, and we, we took it very seriously. And we put 


them in the correct position. And the funny thing was, 
the woman, the figure of the woman was standing where 
the box of cards was. 

Jay: Perhaps she wanted to play cards too. 

Harry: Perhaps she did. Anyway, the really, really, really, re¬ 
ally scary thing, is that we tried to work out what 
happened. You know, maybe we did put them in the 
wrong place. Maybe we were tired after a long flight, 
something like that. But we really couldn't think of a 
logical explanation. Anyway, a few years later, I was a 
bit drunk with my girlfriend. And we were having a chat 
about something [yeah]. And, you know, we were 
joking and I said, "Oh, do you remember that time we were 
in Aspen, and we were trying to play cards?" And she 
said, yeah, yeah, yeah. And I said, you know what? I 
thought I saw a ghost. And her face went 
completely white [really?], and her jaw dropped 
open, and she went, "But so did I". 

Jay: Ah, so she'd seen it as well. 

Harry: Yes. 

Jay: Scary. 

Harry: That's the story. 

Jay: Wow! 


erm exp 

this is the noise that people make while 
they are thinking what to say next 
to reckon vb 
to think, to imagine 
kind of exp 

this expression means “more or less" 

to land vb 

if a plane "lands", it touches the 

ground in a controlled way so people 

can get off the plane 

where we left off exp 

this expressions means: "where we 

finished" 

to wake up in a cold sweat exp 

to wake up in the middle of the night 
feeling very cold, and sweating (with 
liquid coming out of your body) 


to hover vb 

to remain in a place above the ground 

without moving 

to resume vb 

to start again 

scary adj 

frightening 

to work out phr vb 

to discover 

a chat n 

an informal conversation 
her jaw dropped open exp 

this means: "her mouth suddenly 
opened” People often do this when 
they are shocked, surprised, etc 
she went exp 
this means: "she said..." 
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phrasalverbs 


The verb "to look" has many different uses. Generally, we use this verb to describe the action of observing something. 
For example, "He was looking at the other man." Now let's see some phrasal verbs with this verb. 


Look after someone 


Look forward(s) to something 

To take care of someone; to help someone who can¬ 


To be excited about something that will 

not help themselves. 


happen in the future 




Look out onto (a window) 

If a window "looks out onto" a park/church, etc, you 
can see the park/church from the window. 


Look over (a document) 

To revise a document; to look at a document carefully 



Look out! 

People say this when they see something 
dangerous. It means, "Be careful!" 




Look something up (in a dictionary/ 
encyclopaedia, etc) 

To look for information in a dictionary, etc 
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BANG! 


"I'm absolutely furious," said Mr Paul Waft after he saw the size of the gas bill 
from North East Gas, a British gas company. It all started three months ago 
when Mr Waft came home one day to find his house completely destroyed. An 
investigation later revealed that the cause of the explosion had been a gas 
leak Incredibly, 6 weeks later. North East Gas sent Mr Waft a bill, charging him 
for all the gas he had used up to and including the date of the explosion. A 
spokesperson from the company said, "We agree the bill was rather high for 
that time of year (it was August). And it is possible that Mr Waft has been 
charged for the gas used up during the explosion that destroyed his house, but 
someone's got to pay for it." 


HANDS 

TIED 


British police are in a dilemma over 
what to do about a stolen van. Unfor¬ 
tunately they cannot issue a description 
because it's a Special Branch vehicle 
and they don't want the public to know 
what it looks like. However, they do des¬ 
perately need the van back as it con¬ 
tains a number of sensitive and highly 
secret documents, plus it's equipped 
with expensive and highly complex lis¬ 
tening devices. "If this equipment fell 
into the wrong hands, it could be used 
for criminal purposes," a police spokes¬ 
person said. "We urge the public to co¬ 
operate on this matter and call us if they 
see any suspicious looking vans any¬ 
where around country." 

The police spokesperson failed to men¬ 
tion that at present there are more than 
6 million vehicles that could fit the de¬ 
scription. 




SIZE 

ISN'T 


IMPORTANT 

"For some reason he doesn't like the post 
office," said Joyce Kaynein, who was or¬ 
dered to pay S500 after her dog attacked 
a postman. The unusual thing about the 
case is that the dog in question is a tiny 
Chihuahua called Bobby. "He's a real nice 
dog," Ms Kaynein explained, "and the only 
person he chases is the postman. It's all so 
silly. I just don't understand it." 

But the post office decided that they'd 
had enough. They sent a letter to Ms 
Kaynein on 23 rd April saying it would stop 
mail delivery to her house if she could 
not control Bobby. 

"It doesn't matter what the size of the dog 
is," Judge Leash said as he summed up 
"Your obligation to control a pet remains 
the same." 



EXERCISE 


CO track 11 - US 
woman and Irishman 


a gas bill n 

a piece of paper that tells you how 
much you must pay for the gas 
you have used 

to reveal vb 
to show 

a gas leak n 

a situation in which gas is coming 

out of a pipe 

up to and including n 

until a certain date, and including 

the day of that date 

are in a dilemma exp 

are in a dif f icult situation and they 

don't know what to do 

a van n 

a large vehicle for transporting 
goods 

the Special Branch n 

a section of the police that 
investigates serious crime 
equipped with exp 
if a room is "equipped with" 
something, it has that thing 
installed 

a listening device n 

an electrical object that is used to 
listen to secret conversations 

to fall into the wrong hands exp 

if something "falls into the wrong 
hands", bad people get that thing 

to urge someone to do 
something exp 

to try to persuade someone to do 
something 

a postman r i 

a person who takes letters and 

parcels to your house 

tiny ad) 

very, very small 

mail delivery n 

taking letters to your house 

to sum up phr vb 

to conclude 




(english 

magazine 


Page 21 Visit www.hotenglishmagazine.com and www.hotenglishmagazine.ru - Hosted by replay.ru 

























r 


Silence of the lambs 


Illustration by Edgardo Carosia 



A Synopsis 

The film Silence of the Lambs centres around Clarice Starling (Jodie Fos¬ 
ter), who is an extremely bright and talented trainee FBI agent One 
day, she gets a call from agent Jack Crawford. Jack works for a psycho¬ 
logical profiling unit and he's hunting a serial killer known as Buffalo Bill 
who is killing young women and making a suit for himself out of their 
skin Jack wants Clarice to interview Dr Hannibal "the Cannibal" Lecter, a 
former psychiatrist, who might be able to help with the investigation. 

Dr Lecter 

Dr Lecter is a homicidal maniac. He was sent to an asylum after killing and 
eating some of his patients. He's a quiet, well-educated man whose good 
manners and artistic sensibilities contrast with his violent, evil nature. He 
considers himself superior to other people because of his superb intellect, 
and believes that he transcends traditional morality This aristocratic 
serial killer has since become one of the best-known villains in cinema 
history. 

Clarice & Lecter 

Clarice visits the notorious psychiatrist in order to interview him. He's locked 
up m a high-security wing of the asylum. His cell is bare and minimal and 
the front part is made of glass so the guards can see what Dr Lecter is 
doing at every moment. 

When Clarice first sees the doctor, he's standing with his back to her, 
reading. He turns and sniffs the air, taking in Clarice's perfume. Before 
long, he is playing sadistic mind games with her trying to get inside her 
head. But Clarice is tough and eventually they come to an agreement: he 
will give information that might help catch the serial killer; in return she 
will talk about herself. 

Kidnapped 

Things start well and it seems that Dr Lecter is going to help. However, it 
all changes when when the daughter of a senator gets kidnapped by 
Buffalo Bill. Now there's a race against time before the girl gets killed. 
For the rest of the film you are left wondering what Dr Lecter is really up 
to Is he playing games with Clarice? Or is he genuinely trying to help her? 

Our Opinion 

The best thing about this film is that it's terrifying without actually being 
too gory (unlike the sequel Hannibal, which was really poor in compari¬ 
son). And the true terror and suspense in this film comes from our antici¬ 
pation of what might happen. The ending is really terrifying and after¬ 
wards you'll never be able to enter a dark room without a large weapon 
again! Highly recommended. 

_ 


bright adj 

intelligent 

a trainee FBI agent n 

a person who is training to become an FBI 
agent 

to get a call exp 

to receive a telephone call 

psychological profiling n 

describing someone's psychology 

to hunt vb 

to look for someone 

a suit n 

clothing - the trousers and jacket are the 
same colour and material 

skin n 

skin covers our bodies 

he transcends traditional morality exp 

he has a dif f erent morality to other people 
because he is “superior" 

a villain n 

a bad person in a book or film 

to lock up phr vb 

to put someone in a room and close the 
door with a key 

a wing n 

an area of a building 

a cell n 

prisoners live in individual or shared cells 

bare adj 

with nothing - empty 

to sniff vb 

to smell by taking short, rapid breaths 

to take in phr vb 

to smell 

a mind game n 

an attempt to dominate someone 
psychologically 

tough adj 
hard, strong 

to kidnap vb 

to take someone and demand money in 

return for that person’s freedom 

a race against time exp 

very little time to complete an objective 

to be up to something exp 

to be doing something - usually bad 

gory adj 

with lots of blood 

a sequel n 

the second part of a book or film 

a weapon n 

a gun or knife, etc 


Film Facts 

Starring: Anthony Hopkins and Jodie 
Foster 

Director. Jonathan Demme 
Rated: R 

Release Date: February 1991 
Genres’, horror, suspense 


Information Box 

This film won an Oscar for “Best Pic¬ 
ture". "Best Actor" (Anthony Hopkins), 
"Best Actress" (Jodie Foster), “Best Di¬ 
rector" (Jonathan Demme) and "Best 
Adapted Screenplay". 

Brooke Smith (who plays the girl kid¬ 
napped by Buffalo Bill) gained 25 
pounds for the role. 

Ted Levine (who plays the part of Buf¬ 
falo Bill) was very effective, or perhaps 
even a bit too effective because the only 
parts he's been given since this role have 
been variations of the same psychotic 
character. 
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Scene 1 




Scene 2 


In this scene. Jack Crawford, a top FBI agent, has called Carice 
Starling (Jodie Foster) into his office. He has a special job for her: 


Crawford: (serious) 


Clarice: (serious) 
Crawford: (serious) 


Ajob's come up and I thought about you. 
Not really a job, more of an interesting 
errand. Walk me to my car, Starling. 
We're trying to interview all of the 
serial killers now in custody, for 
a psycho-behavioral profile Could 
be a big help in unsolved cases. Most 
of them have been happy to talk to us. 
They have a compulsion to boast, these 
people... Do you spook easily, Starling? 
Not yet. 

You see, the one we want most 


Clarice: (serious) 
Crawford: (serious) 
Clarice: (shocked) 


Crawford: (serious) 



refuses to cooperate. I want you to 
go after him again today, in the asylum. 
Who's the subject? 

The psychiatrist - Dr Hannibal Lecter. 
The cannibal... Yes, well... Okay, right. 
I'm glad for the chance, sir, but 
why me? 

You're qualified and available 
And frankly, I can't spare a real 
agent right now. I don't expect him 
to talk to you, but I have to be able 
to say we tried... Lecter was a 
brilliant psychiatrist, and he knows all 
the dodges 

(Clarice goes to prepare herself for 
the interview with Dr Hannibal Lecter) 


GLOSSARY 


to come up phr vb 

to appear 

an errand n 

a short journey that you make in 
order to do something for 
someone 

a psycho-behavioral profile n 

a report about someone's 
psychology and way of acting 

to boast vb 

to say how wonderful you are 
and talk about all your abilities 
to spook vb 
to get frightened 
to go after phr vb 
to find someone and get 
something from them 


glad adj 

happy 

available adj 

if something is "available", it is 
ready 

frankly exp 

honestly 

I can't spare a real agent right 
now exp 

I can't send a real agent because I 
don't have enough. If you can 
"spare" something, you can use it 
or give it to someone because you 
have many of that thing 
a dodge n 

a trick to avoid doing or saying 
something 



In this scene Clarice is speaking to Dr Lecter, who is behind a glass 
screen in his prison cell. Dr Lecter is trying to get some personal 
information on Clarice: 


Dr Lecter: (serious) 


Clarice: (serious) 


Dr Lecter: (serious) 
Clarice: (serious) 

Dr Lecter: (serious) 
Clarice: (serious) 

Dr Lecter: (serious) 
Clarice: (serious) 

Dr Lecter: (serious) 


After your father's death, you were 
orphaned. What happened next? 

(Clarice looks down) 

I don't imagine the answer's on 
those second-rate shoes, Clarice. 

I went to live with my mother's 
cousin and her husband in Montana. 
They had a ranch. 

A cattle ranch? 

Horses and sheep... 

How long did you live there? 

Two months. 

Why so briefly? 

I ran away 

Why, Clarice? Did the rancher 
fuck you? 


Clarice: (excited) 


Dr Lecter: (serious) 


Clarice: (angrily) No. 

Dr Lecter: (serious) Did he try to? 

Clarice: (impatient) No! Quid pro quo. Doctor. 

Dr Lecter: (giving information quickly) 

Billy's not a real transsexual, but he 
thinks he is. He tries to be. He's tried 
to be a lot of things, I expect. 

You said I was very close to the way 
we'd catch him. 

There are three major centers for 
transsexual surgery: John Hopkins, 
the University of Minnesota, and 
Columbus Medical Center. I wouldn't 
be surprised if Billy has applied for 
sex reassignment at one or all of 
them, and been rejected. 

On what basis would they 
reject him? 

The personality inventories would 
trip him up He wouldn't test like a 
real trans sexual. 

How would he test? 

(suddenly Dr Lecter ya wns loudly and 
frightens Clarice. He collects his papers) 
That's enough, I think. Happy hunting! 
Oh, and Clarice, next time you will tell 
me why you ran away. 

(Clarice leaves) 


Clarice: (excited) 
Dr Lecter: (serious) 


Clarice: (excited) 


Dr Lecter: (bored) 



to orphan vb 

if a child is "orphaned", the child's 
parents die 

second-rate adj 

of poor quality 

cattle n 

cows 

to run away phr vb 

to leave a place secretly 

a rancher n 

a person who works on a ranch or 

who possess a ranch 

to fuck vb of fens 

to have sex with 

quid pro quo exp Latin 

I do something for you and you do 


something for me 

a personality inventory n 

a form with questions about 
yourself 

to trip up phr vb 

to catch. Literally, if you "trip" 
someone, you use your foot to 
make them fall 

to yawn vb 

to open your mouth and breathe in 
- you do this when you are tired 
happy hunting! exp 
have fun looking for the thing you 
are looking for!; good luck! 
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Fooled you! 


This is the first part in our series on great jokes and hoaxes. Find out the truth behind a best-selling novel, and about 

a primitive tribe that hadn't been touched by civilisation. 


O CD track 12 - Irishman and US woman 


The Volcano 


In 1980, a news channel in Boston ended with a special announce¬ 
ment: a 200 metre hill in Massachusetts had erupted In a dra¬ 
matic voice, the newsreader told listeners that lava was running 
down on nearby homes. An out-of-date audio tape was played of 
President Carter and the Governor of Massachusetts declaring it a 
"serious situation". 

At the end of the news report, the presenter actually held up a sign 

that read "It's only a joke" but it 
was too late. People all over the 
state made frantic phone calls 
to the local authorities One 
man, believing that his house 
would soon be destroyed, had 
carried his sick wife outside in 
order to escape. The Milton po¬ 
lice continued to receive phone 
calls well into the night Chan¬ 
nel 7 was so embarrassed by the 
reaction that they apologised 
the next day for the confusion; 
and the executive producer re¬ 
sponsible for the prank was 
fired 


Wrongful Writing 


Atop-selling book from the mid-1970s called The Education of Little 
Tree turned out to be a fake The story was set in the 1930s, and 
centred on the life of a Cherokee orphan who was brought up by 
his grandparents. In the story, the little Cherokee learns the Indian 
way of life from his elders, and develops a deep appreciation of 
nature, and struggles to maintain his integrity in a world full of 
prejudice The story became a cult classic, popular among both 
children and adults. Eventually, almost a million copies were sold 
and the book became number one on the New York Times Best 
Sellers' list. 

However, a historian later discovered the truth behind the author, 
Forrest Carter. Apparently, Carter was not a nature-loving Chero¬ 
kee but an active member of the Ku Klux Klan His real name was 
Asa Carter, and at one time he worked as a ghost-writer for 
George Wallace, one of the country's most famous segregation¬ 
ists. Carter had written the 1963 speech: "Segregation now! Seg¬ 
regation tomorrow! Segregation forever!" 

In 1970, Carter ran against Wallace in the Democratic primary 
Carter thought Wallace had "gone soft" on ethnic minorities and 
communists. Fans of the book were shocked, and the publisher de¬ 
leted the line "a true story" from the book's cover. 

Carter eventually died in 1979. 


The Eiffel Tower 


In 1986, a French newspaper called the Parisien carried a shocking 
news story: an agreement had been signed to dismantle the Eiffel 
Tower. The plan was to reconstruct the international symbol of 
French culture in Euro Disney in the east of Paris. In the space where 
the tower once stood, they were going to build a 35,000 seat sta¬ 
dium for use during the 1992 Olympic Games. French nationalists 
reacted immediately throughout the country, and a demonstration 
was planned for the following day. The paper eventually admitted 
that it was a joke. 


Missing Links 


In 1971 a minister in the Philippine gov¬ 
ernment announced a spectacular dis¬ 
covery. He claimed to have found a 
tribe of cave-dwelling, primitive 
people living in a rain forest. A televi¬ 
sion special showed the ancient people, 
known as the Tasaday, using stone 
tools and hunting with spears 
However, no one was allowed to go to 
the village as it was in a restricted area. 

Years later, with the overthrow of the 
government, people were finally al¬ 
lowed to visit the area. And, to their 
surprise, they found the Tasaday wear¬ 
ing modern clothing, living in pre-fab- 
ricated houses, and watching televi¬ 
sion. One of the tribesmen later admit¬ 
ted that the government minister had paid them to act primitive, 
and to hide all their modern clothes, TVs and stereos. 


a hoax n 

something untrue that is designed to 
trick people 

a hill n 

a small mountain 

to erupt vb 

if a volcano "erupts*, fire and hot mate¬ 
rial starts coming out of it 

lava n 

hot. burning liquid rock 

the local authorities n 

the elected government of a village, 
town or city 

to carry vb 

to take something in your hands and to 
take that thing to another place 

well into the night exp 
very late 
to apologise vb 

to say that you are sorry about 
something 

a prank n 

a joke; a trick 

to fire vb 

to tell someone to leave their job 

to dismantle vb 

if you "dismantle* a structure or buil¬ 
ding. you separate it into dif ferent parts 

a tribe n 

a group of people of the same race who 

have the same language, customs, etc 

cave-dwelling adj 

someone who lives in a cave (a hole in 

the side of a mountain) 

a stone tool n 

an object made of stone that is used to 
build things or to hunt 

to hunt vb 

to try to catch and kill animals 

a spear n 

a long, thin object with a sharp point at 


the end that is used for killing animals, 
people, etc 

to overthrow vb 

if a government is "overthrown", it loses 
its power and somene else takes control 

a fake n 

something that is not real, a copy 

an orphan n 

a child whose parents have died 
to bring someone up phr vb 
to educate and feed a child and teach it 
about the world, etc 

an elder n 

an old member of a tribe 

to struggle vb 
to fight 
prejudice n 

the hatred of one group, the preference 
for one group of people over another 
group 

a cult classic n 

something that is very popular among a 
particular group of people 

the Ku Klux Klan n 

a violent and racist group from the US 

a ghost-writer n 

a person who writes a book for a famous 

person The name of the f amous person 

appears on the book 

a segregationist n 

someone who wants the races to be 

separated (segregated) 

to run against someone phr vb 

to fight against someone in an election 

a primary n 

an election to see who the leader of the 
party will be 

to go soft on something exp 

not to be stria with something 
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Telephone conversations to help 
improve your listening skills. 





CD tracks 13 to 16 - Mr Bean, 
American and British accents 


CRANK CALLS 


Here are some more crank calls - those funny telephone calls that are designed to wind people up. Have fun 

listening to these two. (US English spelling) (answers on the bottom of the page) 



Crank Call II 
Information, Please 

For this call, we phoned the local council offices to ask about getting 
a parking permit. We manage to really wind the information of¬ 
ficer up. Answer this question: 

Where is the caller making the call from? 


Crank Call I 
Is Mathew There? 

For this call we phoned someone at random and asked to speak to 

Mathew. Listen to the conversation and answer this question: 

Why can't Mathew answer the phone? 

Victim: Hello? 

Hot: Yeah, hi, may I speak with Mathew, please? 

Victim: Erm, I think you've got the wrong number. There's no 
one here called Mathew. 

Hot: All right, well, er, let me leave a number and then, you 

can leave a message for when him comes back... you 

can have him call me? 

Victim: Er, no, I'm sorry. You don't understand, there's no one 
here called Mathew. 

Hot: OK, well, then, what time will he be back? 

Victim: Look I'm sorry. There's no one here called Mathew. No 
one here, lives... no one lives here called Mathew. 

Hot: All right, well, I'll then just try back in an hour or two 

and see if he's there. 

Victim: Erm, no, wait. What are you doing? There's no one here 
called Mathew. 


Victim: Hello, Brighton council. How may I help? 

Hot: Oh, hello. 

Victim: Hello. 

Hot: Yes, hello. I was wondering if I could apply for a parking 

permit. 

Victim: Yes. Bring in (the sound of paper ripping) e rm, we 
need er, (he blows his nose), we. you need to. are 
you a resident? 

Hot: Yes, I most certainly am (the sound of paper ripping). 

Victim: Well, you need to bring in proof of residence 
Hot: What's that? 

Victim: Yes, erm, a letter, with your name and address on it. 
Hot: Is that all? (he blows his nose). 

Victim: Erm, yes, and any tax returns you may have (he 

flushes the toilet). 

Hot: Oh, yes, very well. Tax returns. 

Victim: Erm, excuse me, erm, are you... are you in a public 
convenience? 

Hot: I suppose everyone in your office knows now. 

Victim: You were in a toilet? 

Hot: Well, I've finished now. These hands free phones 

are just great. 

Victim: Incredible! 

Hot: It's perfectly normal, you know. 


Hot: Yeah, yeah, I understand. You just have him call Adam 

back, please? 

Victim: No, but there's no one here called Mathew. 

Hot: Listen, my number is 91 225 341. Please, have him call 


Adam. 

Victim: This is ridiculous. 


to wind someone up phr vb 

to really annoy someone 

at random exp 

if you choose something "at 
random", you choose it without 
thinking 

a wrong number n 

if you dial a "wrong number", you 
call someone by mistake 
to leave a number exp 
to tell someone your phone 
number so they (or another 
person) can telephone you later 
you can have him call me? exp 
can you tell him to telephone me? 
to be back exp 


the time you are “back" is the time 
you return home 
to try back phr vb 
to phone someone again later to 
see if they are at home 
have him call Adam back exp 
tell him to telephone Adam 
a parking permit n 
a piece of paper that gives you 
permission to park somewhere 
to rip vb 
to break paper 
to blow your nose exp 
to force air out of your nose in 
order to clean your nose 
proof of residence exp 


a document that shows you live 
in a particular house 

a tax return n 

an official form on which you say 
how much money you have 
earned so they can tell you how 
much tax to pay. Tax is money 
you pay to the government 
to flush the toilet exp 
to press a button so water goes 
into a toilet in order to clean it 
a public convenience n 
a public toilet 
a hands free phone n 
a phone that you can use without 
having to hold it in your hand 


Answers 


Dr. Fingers' Pronunciation Course 

Sound 1: A man on a scaffold and the trap door opening. E 

Sound 2: The sound of whipping. M 

Sound 3: Gun shots. P 

Sound 4: A knife thrown into a tree. L 

Sound 5: An arrow fired and hitting a tree. O 

Sound 6: A creaky door opens. F 

Sound 7: A ghost walking and dragging its chains. H 

Sound 8: The wind blowing. N 

Sound 9: A woman falling. G 

Sound 10: Spooky organ sounds. J 

Sound 11. Spooky piano sounds. A 

Sound 12: Someone walking in a swamp. K 

Sound 13: Someone sharpening a knife. B 

Sound 14: A man falling. D 

Sound 15: Howling wind. R 

Sound 16: A lift falling with passengers. 0 

Sound 17: A body put into the acid bath C 

Sound 18: Burning. I 

Crank calls 

Crank call I. Mathew can't answer the phone because he doesn't exist. 
Crank call II: The caller is making the call from a public toilet 
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BRITISH BAR CHAT ® 

Authentic conversations to help improve your listening skills 


CD tracks 17 18 


PHRASES 


This month two British men, Dennis and Michael, are talking about traffic problems and a new scheme to 
reduce traffic in London. Listen to their conversation and answer these questions. Remember, you don't have 
to understand every word, just listen for the key words (the most important words in the conversation). 


1. What does one of the speakers say in favour of the traffic scheme? 

2. What does the other speaker say against the traffic scheme? 


Traffic in London 


Dennis: No, have you heard about that new initiative they've 

got in London They're, like, charging cars to go into the 
centre. It's... 

Michael: Yeah, I heard, I heard about that. 

Dennis: No, it's fantastic. It's reduced the number of cars in the 

centre by about a third. So you know... 

Michael: Yeah, but cars need to be in the centre. I mean, what's 

the point of restricting cars? No one would drive into 
the centre of the city if they didn't need to. 

Dennis: No, no, it's great. It means, you know, people can walk 

around, you know. There are less accidents, there's 
less pollution. I think it's a great, I think it's great. 

Michael: No, but how do businesses get their stock. You know, 

your shops need to have deliveries, people need to 
drive there to buy their things and to, and to get them 
out. 

Dennis: No I think, give, give the city, the centre of the cities back 

to the people. Let people walk around there, enjoy them¬ 
selves without.. . 



a scheme n 

a plan or project 

an initiative n 

an idea 
like exp 

people often use this word while they 
are thinking about what to say 

what's the point... ? exp 

why_? 

to walk around phr vb 

to walk in an area with no particular 
objective 


a ghost town n 

a town with no people in it 

you know exp 

people often use this expression to 

check that the other person is 

understanding 

there's trains exp 

notice how even native speakers make 

grammatical “mistakes" This should be 

“there are trains-." 

the Underground i 

the underground tram system in 


Michael: But what, what people? If you can't actually get there, 

it's going to be a ghost town, isn't it? 

Dennis: Well, you can. There's public transportation, there's 

buses, you know, taxis are allowed in There's trains, 
everyone should be going by metro, you know the 
Underground I think it's great, you know. 

Michael: No, no, no, basically you need something that's 

convenient, don't you? 

Dennis: Oh, no. Hey, but I'm going to the supermarket Do you 

fancy a lift? 

Michael: What, you mean you're going by car? 

Dennis: Of course Can’t be bothered to wait for the bus. 


stock n 

goods in a shop 

a delivery n 

if there is a “delivery", someone takes 
goods to a shop 


London 

do you fancy a lift? exp 

would you like me to take you in my 
rar> 

(I) can't be bothered to wait exp 

I am too tired/lazy to wait 


1 One of the speakers says that the traffic scheme will reduce the number of 
cars, there will be fewer accidents, less pollution, and it will give the centre back 
to the people so they can walk around freely. 

2. The other speaker says people need to go to the centre by car to go shopping, 
and to deliver things to shops. He says that the centre will become like a ghost 
town, and people will stop buying things. 


(english 

magazine 


Page 26 Visit www.hotenglishmagazine.com and www.hotenglishmagazine.ru - Hosted by replay.ru 

















This month we are going to listen to two young Ameri¬ 
cans, Claire and Ruth, who are talking about MP3 play¬ 
ers and iPods. Listen to the conversation and answer 
these questions: 

1. What does one of the speakers like about MP3 
players and iPods? 

2. What does the other speaker not like about MP3 
players and iPods? 

MP3 players and iPods 


awesome adj US 

wonderful/marvellous/incredible 

to carry around phr vb 

to take with you in your bag, pocket, etc 

to keep changing exp 

to continue changing 

sort of exp 
more or less 

you know exp 

people often use this expression in 
conversations to check that the other 
person is understanding 

a subway n 

the underground tram system in New 
York City 

to skip vb 

if a CD "skips", it jumps to another track 
by mistake 

busy adj 

if you are "busy", you have many, many 
things to do 

to walk around phr vb 


to walk in an area with no particular 
objective 

to lug things exp 

to carry things (usually heavy things) 
in your bag. etc 

to scratch vb 

when you "scratch" a CD, a line 
appears on the CD 
like exp 

people often use this word in 
conversation while they are thinking 
about what to say. It doesn't mean 
anything 

to go down in price exp 

to decrease in price 

pretty soon exp 

in a short period of time 

streamlined adj 

organised 

to save up for something exp 

to keep money so you can buy 
something in the future 


Claire: Wow, look at my new MP3 player. Isn't it awesome 7 1 can have 
all of my music on one machine and I don't have to carry around 
all my CDs. 

Ruth: Ah, why does technology have to keep changing so often? If 
I buy an MP3 player, what am I going to do with all my CDs? 

Claire: I don't know. Keep them, sort of, as historical items, you know, 
in your house. But in terms of if you're in the subway, or 
walking around, it's so much easier to have an iPod. It doesn't 
skip, it's great, you know? 

Ruth: Yeah but it takes so much time to convert the CDs into the 
MP3s... it's so... I'm too busy for this. 

Claire: Yeah, but I mean it's time, or it's heaviness of your bag, you 
know? To take, you know, six CDs with you when you're 
walking around and have to lug everything, and things 
scratch and, I don't know, you're on the computer all the time 
at work anyway. Why do you care? I mean, you're not working. 
I'm sure you'll have time to convert your CDs over. 

Ruth: Yeah, but, like, also they are so expensive, MP3s... 

Claire: Yeah but that's the whole thing we were saying about 

technology. I'm sure they will go down in price pretty soon 

Ruth: Oh, technology... 

Claire: Well, I don't know. Since I have my MP3 player, I'm a very happy 
girl. I don't need my CDs anymore, and everything is just more, 

I don't know, kind of streamlined in my life. 

Ruth: So, what are you going to do with your CDs? 

Claire: I don't know. Do you want my CDs, actually? 

Ruth: Actually, I think I don't want anymore CDs. I'm saving up for my 
iPod. 


1. One of the speakers likes MP3 players and iPods because you can have all 
your music on one machine, you don't need to carry CDs around, they 
don't skip, they aren't heavy, and you can convert the CDs while you are at 
work. 

2. The other speaker doesn't like them because you have lots of CDs you 
can't use anymore, it takes time to convert the CDs, and it's expensive to 
buy the equipment. 
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CD track 21 - southern Englishman and US man 


Different Strokes 



A look at the differences in character between the British and the Americans. 

This is the fifth part of our series on the differences in character between Brits and Yanks. Find out about British and 
American attitudes to sport, success and anger. There's a world of difference! 



getting out there exp 

going outside: going to a place 

to kick some ass exp of fens 

to win games in an aggressive way 

you suck exp of fens 

you are very bad 

to get your revenge exp 

to do something bad to someone who has 

done something bad to you 

a guy n 

a person 

don't take defeat lightly exp 

get very angry when they lose a game 

bowls n 

a game played with large, heavy balls You 
have to roll the ball on the ground to get 
near another smaller ball 

gnome tossing n 

throwing gnomes (little men made of 
porcelain that are used to decorate 
gardens) 

to take part exp 

to participate 

fair play n 

obeying the rules, regulations and spirit of 
a game 

a crushing defeat n 

a terrible loss 

deep down exp 

really, truly 

used to it exp 

accustomed to it 

hunting n 

looking for and killing animals for sport 

pigeon fancying n 

keeping and looking after pigeons (fat. 
grey or white birds) 

proud of something exp 

pleased about something you can do 

flash clothes n 

sophisticated, vulgar, expensive clothes 


huge n 

very big 

to despise something exp 

to hate something 

envy adj 

a feeling of anger because someone has 
something that you want 

new money exp 

this expression is used to refer to people 
who have recently become very rich 

to show off phr vb 

to show everyone how good you are at 
something, or how rich you are 

to fall n 

to lose money/status, etc 

forward adj 

open, confident and not timid 

to slap your back exp 

to hit you on the back m a friendly way 

to punch vb 

to hit you with a closed hand 

to pat vb 

to touch gently 

a bottom n 

the part of your body that you sit on 

to express yourself freely adv 

to say whatever you want 

to raise your voice exp 
to speak loudly 
a level of toleration n 
the level of patience you have 

in for trouble exp 

if you are "in for trouble", you are going to 
be punished for something 

enraged adj 
really angry 
intimidating adj 
frightening 

a windmill n 

a type of building with large sails that go 
round in the wind. The windmill is used for 
crushing corn or wheat 


Sport 

When it comes to hobbies and pastimes, 

Americans prefer being active. And their 
favourite games are fast, aggressive ones 
such as basketball, American football and 
baseball. Above all, Americans love to win. If 
you aren't the first, you've lost. It's all about 
aggression and getting out there and "kick¬ 
ing some ass" And when they lose, they'll 
tell you that, "You suck!", and they'll prom¬ 
ise to get their revenge next time. Ameri¬ 
cans need to be the guy on top, and don't 
take defeat lightly 

The British attitude to sport is somewhat dif¬ 
ferent. For a start, they prefer sports of a 
more gentle and relaxed nature, such as 
cricket, bowls, and gnome tossing. For the 
British it's the taking part that's important, 
not winning (well, that's the theory anyway). 

It's all about fair play and acting like a gentle- Lel , 

man on the sports field. If a Brit loses a game, aggr^s.^sport 

he'll say something like this, "Good job there. RMJht 4 Brrtfth lOTim * 4 9BOm * 

The best man won", even though it was a 
crushing defeat However, this is all super¬ 
ficial and insincere, as deep down the British hate losing as much as anyone. 
They're just used to it, and very good at hiding it. 


Hobbies 

Americans are hard and fast when it comes to hobbies. They like to be active, 
and love macho activities such as car racing, hunting large animals, and 
shooting guns. 

The British, on the other hand, prefer quiet, gentle hobbies that can be en¬ 
joyed alone. For the British, a pastime is literally a nice way of passing the 
time. That's why they love gardening, model building, stamp collecting and 
pigeon fancying They also like being members of clubs and societies. In 
fact, in Britain, there's a club for every type of activity, including "The Jane 
Austen Appreciation Society", "The Rock Lovers Association" and "The Fans 
of 17th-Century Chairs Organisation". 


Success 

Americans value success and they'll judge you by what you have. If you're rich, 
you should be proud of it, and let everyone know about it. That's why they 
have flash clothes, sporty cars and huge houses. The only abstract qualities 
they admire are hard work, cleverness, and persistence - as long as they're 
used as a means to accumulate material things. Other cultures view this as a 
"lack of appreciation for spiritual or human things in life", but Americans just 
don't care. It's a society in which efficiency, wealth and professional success 
are all important. 

The British, on the other hand, despise wealth (some say this is just envy). 
For them, there's something embarrassing about being rich (particularly if it's 
new money). For the British, money is dirty, horrible and should never be 
talked about. They also hate anyone who shows off their wealth, or talks 
about how successful they are. All British people secretly long for the rich and 
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successful to fall. And the qualities they most admire in¬ 
clude intellectual capacity, comic talent and the ability to 
stay cool during a disaster, none of which can make you 
rich. 

Non-verbal communication 

When it comes to body language, Americans are much more 
forward If they like you, they'll slap your back, punch 

your shoulder and even pat your bottom It's all a sign of 
how close they feel to you. 

The British, on the other hand, are much more reserved 
and will avoid any form of touching. In fact, the British 
often feel intimidated by any form of human contact, and 
if you slap one on the back, he may react violently. 

Anger 

Americans express themselves freely when they are an¬ 
gry. They raise their voice, bang their fists, and even break 
things. Americans have a tendency to get angry much more 
easily and have a degree of Latin temperament to them. 
"Get out of here!" they'll shout if you start annoying them. 
The British, on the other hand, have a greater degree of 
patience. Their level of tolerance is far higher and it takes 
a lot more to make them lose control. However, once they 
do become angry, you are in for trouble as an enraged 
Brit is far more intimidating than anything else you have 
ever seen. In extreme cases they may even start 
windmilling, which consists of making large, violent, cir¬ 
cular movements with their arms. While making these move¬ 
ments, they will steadily move towards you until they can 
start hitting you; and God help anyone who has to face up 
to a windmilling Brit. 


ANSWERS_ 

Dr. Fingers' UK / US words 

1. A run = a ladder 

2. Scotch tape « Sellotape 

3 Galoshes - Wellington boots 

4 A hood - a bonnet 

5 A cookie - a biscuit 

6 A seemg-eye dog - a guide dog 

7. Soccer - football 

8. A round-trip ticket - a return ticket 
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Mobile Phones 

Hi, and welcome to Business Chat. Today we'll be 
talking about the mobile phone industry with 
Samuel Bracket, a business analyst. 

Samuel, what's the state of the mobile phone market at the mo¬ 
ment? 

Well, research has shown that the number of video calls is slowly 
growing, though services are only being used by a small propor¬ 
tion of UK mobile phone owners - less than 3% at the moment. 

And, are there any gender differences when it comes to mobile 
phones? 

Oh, yes. Erm, mobile phone games are much more popular with 
men. About 1.9 million people downloaded a game into their 
phone in the last three months- and, predominantly men, 58%. 
On the other hand, young women are really into ringtones. They 
make up more than half of the 5.9 million people who down¬ 
loaded a ringtone to their phone in the previous three months. 

And, what does all this mean for mobile firms? 

Well, it is estimated that 70 million pounds' worth of ringtones 
were sold in 2003. They're becoming so popular that accoun¬ 
tancy firm KPMG is to release a fortnightly chart of the 20 
most popular ringtones. 

And, what about the future? 

Well, mobile phone owners are getting to grips with the more 
advanced features on their phones and going beyond SMS. And 
so, but a survey, a recent survey found that only 40% of those 
with a *3G phone were actually using it. But we hope to see some 
improvement in that area. 

OK, Samuel , thank you very much , that was really interesting. 
No problem. It was a pleasure talking to you. (The interview has 
ended) 

So, have you got any cool games on that 3G phone of yours? 

No, not yet... (the phone rings) whoops, sorry, I've got a call. 
Excuse me one moment. 

(Samuel talks on his phone) Frank? Yeah. OK. 6 pm. No problem. 
See you then. 
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(The call ends) Sorry about that. 

My God, that has got to be the worst ringtone I've ever heard in 
my life. 

Oh, I quite like it. 

(the phone rings) Oh, sorry, call coming in... 

Well, I can't say much for your ringtone. 



CD track 22 - 
Irishman and 
chirpy cockney 



* Information Box - 3G 

"3 rd Generation". 3G phones are the latest range of powerful 
mobile phones which can be used for video calling (you can view 
both yourself and the person you've called), and for playing games. 
You can also leave video messages. 



research n 

investigation 

a video call n 

a video telephone call - you can see the 
person you are talking to 

a gender difference n 

a difference between men and women 

to download vb 

to take a programme or information 
from the internet and to put it on your 
computer 

a ringtone n 

the noise your phone makes when 
someone calls you 

to make up phr vb 

the parts that "make up" something, are 
the parts that form that thing 

an accountancy firm n 

a company that deals with the finances 
of a company 

to release vb 

to permit the public to see 

fortnightly adj 

every two weeks 

a chart n 

a list of things • usually showing the most 
popular items of a group 

to get to grips with something exp 

to start to understand how something 
works 

to go beyond exp 

if something "goes beyond" a stage or 
level, it progresses to a higher stage or 
level 

SMS abbr 

short message system writing text 
messages with your mobile phone 

a survey n 

a series of questions about people's 
customs, habits and preferences 

whoops exp 

people say this when they make a mistake 

coming in exp 

arriving 


Hot ■ ■ ■ 

english 

w magazine 


Page 30 Visit www.hotenglishmagazine.com and www.hotenglishmagazine.ru - Hosted by replay.ru 


























BUSINESS dialoaues 





\ 


The Market Stall 


In this dialogue, Bruce is at a market looking for some antiques. He finds a stall with lots of interesting things and he 
starts bartering with the stall holder Will he get what he wants? Listen to the dialogue and answer these two 
questions. 


1. What is Bruce interested in buying? 

2. Why do you think Bruce threatens to go away from the stall? 


VERBS 


Stall holder: 

Bruce: 

Stall holder: 
Bruce: 

Stall holder: 

Bruce: 

Stall holder: 

Bruce: 

Stall holder: 
Bruce: 

Stall holder: 

Bruce: 

Stall holder: 
Bruce: 

Stall holder 
Bruce: 

Stall holder 


Bruce: 

Stall holder: 

Bruce: 


Stall holder 
Bruce: 


(shouting) Come on, ladies. Lovely set of antique cups. 
You won't get a better deal 
Nice jugs you got there. 

Thanks. You looking for anything in particular? 

No, just looking. This spoon made of real silver? 

As real as you and me, guv. Queen Victoria ate with that 
one. 

Oh yeah, and I'm the Pope 

Til tell you what, 50 quid and I'll throw in a couple of 

Silver Jubilee cups. 

They're not worth anything these days. 

Bit of an expert, are you? 

No, I just know how to spot a bargain when I see one. 
Then, you'll be interested in seeing this vase, (he shows 
Bruce a vase) l^-century it is, and it's French. 

It's a bit chipped, isn't it? 

Nothing a bit of paint couldn't sort out 
I'll give you 20 quid for it. 

20 quid! Do you think I was born yesterday? 

All right, 30. And that's my final offer. 

Get out of here and stop wasting my time. It cost me 
an arm and a leg that one did. I can't let it go for 
less than 100. 

How do I know it's genuine? 

Just check out the mark on the bottom. It's got the 
date printed on it. 

These things come two a penny There's no 
demand for them. Look, I'll give you 35 and that's my 
final offer. 

Not interested. 

Fair enough. I'll take my money somewhere else then... 



CD track 23 
Irishman and 
chirpy cockney 



an antique n 

an object that has value because it is old 
and rare 

a stall n 

a table in a market where people sell things 

to barter vb 

to negotiate the price of an object with 
someone 

a stall holder n 

a person who sells things in a market from 
a stall (a table) 

to threaten vb 

to promise to do something bad 

a deal n 

a cheap price 

a jug n 

a large container for liquid • often water 

a spoon n 

an object you use for eating soup 
Guv n inform 

this word can be used to refer to someone, 
usually a man 

and I'm the Pope exp inform 
people use this expression when they hear 
something they think is untrue or 
ridiculous 
quid n inform 

a pound (the form of money in Britain) 

to throw in phr vb 

to include 

the Silver Jubilee n 


the celebrations for the 25 " anniversary of 
Queen Elizabeth li 

to spot a bargain n 

to have the ability to notice something of 
value that is being sold at a low price 

chipped adj 

if a vase or plate is "chipped", it is a bit 
broken and a piece of the ceramic is missing 
to sort out phr vb 
to order; to solve 

do you think I was born yesterday? exp 

do you think l*m stupid? 

get out of here exp inform 
go away 

it cost me an arm and a leg exp 

it cost me a lot of money 

I can't let it go exp 

I can't sell it 

to check out phr vb 

to look at 

these things come two a penny exp 

there are many of these things and they 
are very cheap 

fair enough exp 

OK 

a blithering idiot n 

a real idiot; a really stupid person 

butter fingers exp 

we use this expression to refer to people 
who drop things easily 
mate exp inform 
friend; man 


Stall holder 
Bruce: 

Stall holder 
Bruce: 

Stall holder 


Bruce: 

Stall holder: 
Bruce: 

Stall holder: 

Bruce: 

Stall holder: 
Bruce: 


Fine with me. 

Good, I'll just go over to that stall over there... 

Very well. 

Oh, all right. 50 quid, and that's my absolute limit. 
Look, that's half as much as I paid for it. And it's worth 
four times that. Here, feel it, touch it, hold it... 

(CRASH - the vase fails) 

You blithering idiot 1 

Who are you calling an idiot, butter fingers? You were 
the one holding it. 

I was not. I gave it to you. You'll have to pay for that. 

I will not. 

Oi! Come back here! (the stall holder grabs Bruce and 
there is some physical violence) 

Now, now, just calm down. How much did you say I 
owed you? 

200 quid * in cash. 

200 ! 


Answers * Did you hear the answers? 

1. Bruce is interested in buying a vase. 

2. It’s a tactic to try to make the stall holder lower his price. 


Extra exercise 

Now listen to some extracts from the conversation again. You will notice 
there are some missing words and a beeping sound. See if you can write 
the missing word. The answers are on the CD. 

1. Are you looking for anything_particular? 

2. Is this spoon made_real silver? 

3. Queen Victoria ate_that one. 

4 I’ll throw_a couple of Silver Jubilee cups. 

5. Then, you'll be interested_seeing this vase. 

6. I'll give you 20 quid_it. 
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